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ENTREVISTA AL PRESIDENTE DEL GOBIERNO, PEDRO SANCHEZ
CORTE 1

Presidente.- We were more vocal. Yes, because we have a cultural, historic and, |
would say, cultural relationship with Latin America. So, we're very engaged with the
present and the future of Venezuela, and also of all the region.

Second, we've been very vocal since the beginning of all this crisis over the last years,
stating that the future of Venezuela has to be decided by the people of Venezuela. Of
course, with the commitment of the international community, and especially the
European Union.

So, | think all in all that what we need now is to use this opportunity to make the
transition towards a democracy.

P.- Right, but... I'm not trying to be deliberately provocative, honestly.
Presidente.- No, not at all.

P.- You say the decision was made by the future of the people of Venezuela, but
at the moment, it seems to be that the future will be made by the resident at 1600
Pennsylvania Avenue, the white House. President Trump seems to be the one
who is saying “I'm making the decisions about Venezuela.”

Presidente.- Yeah. And | think this is a mistake because this brings us to the 19th
century or the 20th century where this kind of experience, led by the US Administration,
previous US Administration, came out to be an absolute mistake.

So, | think it is important to engage with the people of Venezuela, that the international
community accompany the people of Venezuela in this transition towards democracy,
as we did in Spain back in the 70s of the 20th century.

CORTE 2

Presidente.- | think that Europe needs to change from being a consumer of security
to a security provider.

And what does it mean?

That means that we need to invest in our own security and defense industry. And that
means that what we need to do is to spend at least 2% of our GDP in European Union
defense.



That is why | was telling you before that the most challenging goal for the European
Union is to strengthen the European Union pillar of NATO.

P.- On that point, President Lagarde said this is the biggest wakeup call that
Europe has had.

Presidente.- Yes.

P.- Everybody signs on to that. Everybody agrees with that. But typical Europe,
sir. Typical Europe. Getting from the call to the action to the execution. That's
the problem.

Presidente.- But we are delivering. Let me say that what we need to do in the
European Union is, first of all, to deepen our single market. And at the same time, what
we need to do is to open ourselves to other markets.

And what we did was to finalize a very positive trade agreement with Mercosur. We
are close to finalize a very positive trade agreement with India, and afterwards will
come other free trade agreements with Malaysia and other regions of South Asia.

So, | think that we are doing our homework. Perhaps we need to do it faster, but | think
that this is the correct path to follow for the European Union in the coming years.

P.- Your most recent statement of residency, a pathway to citizenship, a pathway
for people... half a million... This is completely the opposite direction that
everybody else is going in terms of that. Why did you do it?

Presidente.- Well, there's a moral angle of this debate, which is that Spain has been
for many years a country of migrants. Our fathers, our grandparents, of course, they
went to other places precisely because we were suffering the dictatorship or the lack
of opportunities, economic opportunities.

And now there's also a pragmatic angle, which means that, of course, these people
are contributing to the economic success of Spain. And by the way, they represent
more or less 10% of our Social Security income, and they only represent 1% of the
total spending when it comes to public spending.

P.- Whatever the righteousness of the argument, how do you get over the moral
hazard argument that you will encourage more illegal immigration in the future,
undocumented immigration, because people will say, “Let us go to Spain and
wait for the next time they do this”?

Presidente.- Well, this is a fake. It is not the reality. They are not coming to Spain
because we're giving papers, but because of our strong economic performance, point
number one. And point number two, | think that, when it comes to the reality of
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migration in Spain, 90% of migrants in Spain came through regular paths. And we were
able, over the last years, to reduce dramatically the influx of irregular migration
because we were cooperating and collaborating with these countries of origin and
transit, such as Morocco, Senegal, Gambia and Mauritania.

P.- You always look at the Spanish unemployment numbers, and they're always
very high because of the nature of the way unemployment is counted, the way
the whole thing is organized.

Presidente.- But things are changing.

P.- That's my point. The number has come down dramatically. And what | am
wanting to know is, is it really coming down, or is it just a case of, again, because
Spain has traditionally counted it in a different way?

Presidente.- No, no, no. This was the second year in a row that Spain was the largest
growing major advanced economy in the world. We reached 2.8% of economic growth
in 2025. We have more than 22 million people working.

So we are, | would say, leading the economy within the European Union. And | would
say also in the Western societies.

So, this is very important in order to say that, for the first time... Well, actually, over the
last 45 years, there were only three years where we had unemployment rates below
10%. And in 2025, we reached that goal again.

(Transcripcion editada por la Secretaria de Estado de Comunicacion)
(Intervencion original en inglés)



