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I. PRESENTATION 
 
On 20 December 2011, Mariano Rajoy was sworn in as President of the 
Government by the Lower House of Parliament (Congreso de Diputados) 
after the victory of the People's Party (Partido Popular) at the elections held 
a month earlier on 20 November 2011.  
 
Two years have passed since this Government and its leader took up the 
reins and assumed responsibility for steering the serious situation in which 
the country found itself, immersed in the deepest and most prolonged crisis 
in its recent history.   
 
Because of this, the Government was obliged, from the very start, to focus 
its efforts on a reform of the economic and financial structures, which had 
been seriously deteriorated by the crisis. This has been done through the 
application of a tough and profound reform programme.  
 
Two years on, we can now say that the Spanish economy has formally 
emerged from recession and has entered the growth phase.  
 

Together with the economic crisis, the Government's actions have had the 
main aim of strengthening the pillars of the State institutions.  The priority 
given to undertaking the necessary economic measures has not prevented 
reforms being taken with the aim of undertaking a much-needed 
regeneration of our democracy.  
 
The Government is confident that it can overcome the new challenges, the 
latest being the "sovereignty challenge" of the Regional Government of 
Catalonia, and can prudently present an optimistic summary of its 
management so far over these last two years: 
 
 The economic reforms are already laying the foundations for recovery 

with respect to the priority objective of job creation. 
 

 The reform policies open up a path that should culminate in the full 
recovery of confidence by citizens in the public institutions.  
 

 Political stability and harmony are guaranteed through the necessary 
parliamentary majority and compliance with the Spanish Constitution and 
the law, in the face of any proposed break-up. 
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 The reforms applied, together with those undertaken during this term of 

office, will put Spain on the path to progress, development and social 
welfare once again, a path it should never have left.  
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Over these last two years, the Government has deployed an ambitious 
programme of measures to tackle the economic crisis, as part of the National 
Reform Plan, which, together with the Stability Programme of the Kingdom 
of Spain 2013-2016, make up the Spanish Economic Policy Strategy, whose 
latest update was approved by the Council of Ministers on 26 April 2013 for 
submission to the European Union. The strategy is based on three lines of 
action. 
 

 The Government has tackled more than 90% of the measures included 
in the National Reform Programme; many of them are already in force. 

 

II.1. Fiscal consolidation and budgetary stability 

 
 Budget adjustment to reduce the public deficit: restriction on 

spending and increase in revenues 

 Commitment and responsibility of the public administrations: Regional 
Liquidity Fund and Supplier Payment Plan 

 The fight against tax and Social Security fraud: summary 

 Improved economic governance: stability, transparency, an 
Independent Fiscal Authority and measures against late payments 

 

II.2. Financial stability  
 

 End of the European Union's financial assistance programme 
 Reform of the savings banks and bank foundations 
 Standards for supervision and provisions 

 

II.3. Structural reforms for competitiveness. 
 

 Labour reform: impact assessment report 
 Reform of the Social Security system: sustainability and guarantees for 

the public pension system 
 Reform of the public administration services: CORA reports 
 Reform of the energy sector 
 Environment-related reforms  
 Reform of the transport sector 
 Reform of the justice system 
 Other reforms to boost competitiveness  
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II.1. FISCAL CONSOLIDATION AND BUDGETARY STABILITY 

 
The first core element for action in the Spanish Economic Policy Strategy is 
fiscal consolidation and budgetary stability, i.e.: reduce the high level of 
public deficit and guarantee the stability and sustainability of the public 
balance sheets with legal and institutional instruments. The goal is to recover 
the credibility of the Spanish economy. 
 
The Government's commitment to the process of fiscal consolidation has 
already seen its first results:  

 The public deficit has fallen from 9.07% of GDP in 2011 to 6.5% of GDP in 
2013, as agreed with the EU for this year.  
 

 This means an adjustment of around 27 billion euros over two years, 
according to estimates of the deficit for 2013, against a background of 
recession.  
 

 This is one of the most ambitious processes of fiscal consolidation 
carried out in Spain and in the European Union. 

 
To comply with this target, the Government has adopted measures on four 
fronts: 
  
 Reduction of expenditure and increase in budgetary revenues. 
 
 Commitment by the regional and local governments to budgetary stability 

and responsibility in compliance with deficit targets.  
 
 Prosecution of fraud against the Treasury and the Social Security system, 

particularly derived from the black economy.  
 
 Incorporation of legal measures that strengthen the principle of 

budgetary stability and austerity and transparency in public management. 
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 Reduction of expenditure and increase in revenues  
 
The fiscal adjustment measures have mainly focused on reducing public 
expenditure, which has accounted for 63% of the reduction in the deficit, 
while 37% has come from increased public revenues.  
 

Since the first meeting of the Council of Ministers on 23 December 2011, the 
Government has adopted the following budget adjustment measures to 
control the public deficit.  
 
 Urgent budget, tax and financial measures to correct the public deficit 

and the Credit Non-Availability Agreement for 2012 (adopted on 30 
December 2011): amounts to an adjustment of 15 billion euros. These 
measures include the following:  

 
o A temporary increase in taxes ("supplementary charge") on income tax 

and property tax  
 

o A reduction of nearly 20% on the organic structures of the civil service 
and high-ranking officials 

 
o A freeze on the pay of public-sector workers and public job vacancies 

(except for public services considered priority, for which a 
replacement rate of 10% of positions is provided: education, health, 
security and defence, tax and labour inspection)  

 
 The National Budget for 2012 (approved by Parliament on 29 June 2012) 

includes a reduction in the General State Administration deficit of 17.8 
billion euros, with measures such as the following:  

 

o A reduction in ministerial expenditure of nearly 17%.  
 

o Exceptional tax measures designed to increase revenues by 12.3 billion 
euros (in corporate income tax, tax regularisation, etc.).  

 

 The measures to streamline public expenditure in the National Health 
System and education (adopted on 20 April 2012), which are managed by 
the autonomous regions, aim to ensure that resources are used more 
efficiently.  

 

o In the National Health System, the measures include a reduction in 
expenditure on medicines; the establishment of a centralised 
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purchasing platform; and control of the undue use of health services 
by non-resident foreign nationals.  
 
 In the first year of application of this measure, expenditure fell by 

1.98 billion euros.  
 

o In the education system, the measures affect both university 
education, with the introduction of the budgetary stability principle to 
universities, and the non-university system, where more flexibility has 
been introduced to educational management. This will enable annual 
savings of around 4 billion euros.  

 

 The General State Administration Plan on Advertising and Institutional 
Communication for 2012 reduces its expenditure by 56% on the figure set 
for the previous year. It takes on board the principles of austerity and 
streamlining, but also those of information and transparency (the Council 
of Ministers on 4 May 2013). The Plan on Advertising and Institutional 
Communication for 2013 (approved by the Council of Ministers on 1 
February) cuts spending by 6.5% on the 2012 figure. 

 
 The Measures guaranteeing budgetary stability and fostering 

competitiveness represent an adjustment of 65 billion euros in the period 
2012-2014, with a broad range of actions in very different areas (Council 
of Ministers, 13 July 2013).  

 
o On the question of public-sector jobs, the following has been carried 

out to reduce spending: the extra bonus payment for December has 
been withdrawn for the whole public sector and all the public 
administration services; freely available leave has been withdrawn, as 
have additional holidays for length of service; and the remuneration 
system for public-sector employees during temporary incapacity has 
been modified.  
 

o On the fiscal front, the following steps have been taken to increase tax 
revenues: the general rate of VAT has been increased from 18% to 
21%, and the reduced rate from 8% to 10%.; and the income tax 
allowance on the primary residence was eliminated as of 1 January 
2013 (as recommended by the European Commission).  
 

o On the question of employment and Social Security: unemployment 
benefits after the seventh month have been reduced for new 
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recipients, with the amount being set at 50% of the regulatory base; 
and the eligibility conditions for access to the Active Job-Seekers 
Allowance have been modified.  
 

o These measures have been accompanied by a new agreement for non-
availability of loans worth 600 million euros, charged to the national 
budget for 2012. The two-year 2013-2014 budget plan (approved by 
the Council of Ministers on 3 August 2012). This budget plan includes 
the following measures:  it complies with the recommendations from 
the European authorities. It includes a joint adjustment between the 
increase in income and cut in expenditure of 39 billion euros in 2013 
and 50.1 billion in 2014. All the public administrations will contribute 
to achieving the budgetary stability targets. Law adopting various tax 
measures aimed at consolidating the public accounts and boosting 
economic activity (in force as from 1 January 2013). It sets a tax of 20% 
on lottery and betting winnings organised by the Sociedad de Loterías 
y Apuestas del Estado [State Lottery and Gaming Business Entity] and 
by the autonomous regions, and on lotteries organised by the Spanish 
Red Cross and ONCE. It has been applied to winnings since 1 January 
2013.  
 

o The allowance for investment in the primary residence has been 
withdrawn for purchases made after 1 January 2013.  
 

o In 2013, the Government will allow company balance sheets to be 
updated and will limit the tax deduction for amortisation and 
depreciation.  
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 National budget for 2013: 
 

o Boost the process of restructuring the Spanish economy with "a 
budget for times of crisis but to emerge from the crisis" (Vice-
President of the Government, 27 September 2012).  
 

o Government expenditure has fallen by 7.3%, while revenues have 
increased by 4%.  
 

o Of this total, 63% is social spending. The items that have increased 
most are pensions, grants and debt service payments. The budget has 
set an increase of 1% in pensions.  
 

o Expenditure by ministries has fallen by 8.9% to under 40 billion euros.  
 

o The freeze on the salaries of public-sector workers and the new public-
sector vacancies have helped cut spending on active personnel by 
3.9%.  

 

o Public-sector workers are guaranteed two extra bonus payments in 
2013.  
 

o There has been another cut in subsidies to trade unions, political 
parties and employers' organisations. Funds for social stakeholders 
have fallen by 20%, amounting to 40% including the fall in 2012. 
Subsidies to political parties have fallen by 42%. 

 
 The national budget for 2014 (in force from 1 January 2014 for the whole 

year) 
 

o The Spanish economy will grow next year by 0.7%, there will be job 
creation and taxes will not increase. "They are taxes for economic 
recovery, combining austerity and the boost to growth, and have a 
markedly social character" (Vice-President of the Government, 27 
September 2013). 

 
 

o There will be selective tax reductions that will reduce taxes, 
particularly for new companies and the self-employed, within the area 
of entrepreneurship, to kick-start the economy. No tax increases are 
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planned for 2014. Spending by all the ministerial departments as a 
whole will fall by 4.7%.  

 
o Public-sector workers will maintain their salary levels without 

significant cuts in their purchasing power, as inflation will be at 
minimum levels. They will also keep their extra bonus payments. 

 
o This new scenario allows us to increase certain items such as grants, 

culture, R&D+i, which increase by 21.5%, 17.1% and 1.3%, 
respectively. 

 
o The fiscal consolidation carried out in 2012 by all the public 

administrations and economic agents has led to a reduction in the risk 
premium and a substantial improvement in stock market prices. 

 
 In the three-year period 2012-2014, spending by ministerial 

departments will have fallen by over 30%. 
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 Commitment and responsibility of the public administrations 
to budgetary stability 

 
The regional commitment to compliance with the deficit targets is set out in 
the V Conference of Presidents of Autonomous Regions held on 2 October 
2012, and in agreements of the Fiscal and Financial Policy Council. 
 
The V Conference of Presidents of Autonomous Regions focused on the 
economic crisis, and unanimously ratified the commitment to comply with 
the deficit targets for all the public administration services.  
 

 The meetings of the Fiscal and Financial Policy Council (July 2012 and 
2013) approve the Stability Programmes, which set out the deficit targets 
for the autonomous regions at 1.3% of GDP in 2013, 1% in 2014 and 0.7% 
in 2015. 

 
 In addition, the Government has made available to the autonomous 

regions, through an amendment to the General Law on Audiovisual 
Communication, changes in the management models of regional public 
television channels, which are heavily in debt, to contribute to savings of 
public expenditure and adapt to budgetary stability.  

 
THE REGIONAL LIQUIDITY FUND AND PAYMENT TO SUPPLIERS 
 

The Government is providing financial stability for the autonomous regions 
to ease their problems with liquidity and financing through the markets, 
through two instruments introduced in 2012: 
 
 The Supplier Payment Plan for the autonomous regions and local 

councils, designed to settle invoices and reduce the level of bad debt in 
these tiers of government, but also as an injection of liquidity into the 
Spanish economy. 
 

Since March 2012, the Government has executed this extraordinary 
financing mechanism in three stages, allowing the payment of more than 
8 million late invoices to 230,000 suppliers, mainly small companies and 
the self-employed, for more than 41.8 billion euros. It has been the 
biggest injection of liquidity into the Spanish economy ever.  
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 The Government has concluded the question of postponing payment 
to suppliers, "a legacy that is absolutely inadmissible" (Montoro, 15 
November 2013). 

 
 The Regional Liquidity Fund  

 
In July 2012, a regional financing mechanism was started up consisting of 
the creation of a Liquidity Fund that the central government will lend to 
the regions, with the aim of covering their liquidity and financing needs. 
So far it has paid out around 40 billion euros.  
 
The autonomous regions voluntary join this Fund, and subscription 
involves compliance with various financial and fiscal conditions and full 
responsibility for payment.  
 
o In 2012, the Fund applied an injection of 16.77 billion euros for the 

nine autonomous regions that have signed up (Asturias, the Balearic 
Islands, Cantabria, Catalonia, Andalusia, Valencia, Castile-La Mancha, 
Murcia and the Canary Islands). 

 
o In 2013, the fund has handed out 23 billion euros and the same 

amount has been budgeted for 2014. 
 
 These financing mechanisms allow regions that have signed up to 

save 788.15 million euros in annual interest payments, due to 
better financial conditions of the loans.  

 
 The regions that have not signed up have to bear an additional cost 

of 70 million euros per year. 
 

 These financing mechanisms have saved 400,000 jobs in 2012 and 
2013 and prevented a fall of 3 points in the gross domestic 
product.  
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 The fight against tax and Social Security fraud: an overall 
impact of 22.5 billion euros 

 
The prosecution of fraudulent conduct against the tax and Social Security 
systems, particularly those derived from the black economy, has been a 
priority action for the Government from the start of its term of office. It has 
been carried out through the following plan: 
 
 Plan to fight illegal employment and fraud against the Social Security 

system 2012-2013 (approved by the Council of Ministers on 13 April 
2012). This plan includes two laws:  

 
o Law 13/2012, dated 26 December, on the fight against illegal 

employment and fraud against the Social Security system.  
 
o Constitutional Law 7/2012, dated 27 December, modifying the 

Constitutional Law on the Criminal Code in matters of transparency 
and the fight against tax and Social Security fraud, designed to 
toughen penalties against the most serious misconduct. 

 
 Law 7/2012, dated 29 October, on measures to boost actions to prevent 

and combat fraud. 
 

The results of the action plan against fraud between January 2012 and June 
2013 were presented to the Government on 11 October 2013:  
 
 The fight against tax fraud has led to revenues of over 16.5 billion euros 

to the Treasury. In addition, there is the result of the Extraordinary Tax 
Return for assets located abroad, which has extended the tax base of the 
main taxes by bringing to light assets to the value of 40 billion euros. 
 

 The fight against illegal employment and Social Security fraud has saved 
6.15 billion euros. 
 

 The overall impact of the fight against fraud in the public accounts has 
amounted to over 22.5 billion euros in a year and a half. 
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 Greater stability and transparency through economic 
governance measures. The Fiscal Authority  

 
Spain’s commitments to the European Union, particularly in terms of fiscal 
consolidation and budgetary stability, have been strengthened with 
important internal economic governance measures:  
 
 The Constitutional Law on Budgetary Stability and Financial 

Sustainability (in force since 1 May 2012). This law disciplines the public 
finances and ensures control of the budget at all tiers of government: it 
obliges them to present a structural balance in their public accounts and 
establishes a limit to debt as a guarantee of budgetary sustainability, with 
a strengthening of preventive and coercive supervisory measures for the 
public accounts.  

 
 The Law on Transparency, Access to Public Information and Good 

Governance, a fundamental item for restoring confidence in the 
institutions: reinforces the responsibility of public administrators in the 
exercise of their duties and in the handling of public funds, with a clear 
system of sanctions. It links all the public administrations (Law 19/2013, 
dated 9 December, with entry into force on 11 December 2013 and 
phased application).  

 
 The Independent Fiscal Responsibility Authority (created and regulated 

by Constitutional Law 6/2013, dated 14 December, in force). 
 

This new body aims to guarantee effective compliance with the principles 
of budgetary stability and financial sustainability for all tiers of 
government. It complies with European regulations that make it 
obligatory to have independent fiscal institutions. 
 

- It is part of the Ministry of the Treasury and Public Administration 
Services and answers directly to the Minister. 
 

- Its scope of action extends across the whole public sector; it has 
functional independence and autonomy with respect to all tiers of 
government and is governed by a specific regime that reflects its 
unique and exclusive nature.  
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- Its main function is to be present in the assessment of the budget 
cycle of all the public administrations in Spain. To do so, it will prepare 
reports and issue opinions at its own initiative on matters set out in 
the Law. 

 
 Constitutional law to control commercial debt in the public sector (in 

force since January 2014). This amends the Constitutional Law on 
Budgetary Stability and Financial Sustainability to establish that financial 
sustainability in the public sector is not only reflected by the volume of its 
financial debt, but also its trade debt. Financial sustainability not only 
means control of the public debt; it also means control of the trade debt. 
The new Law includes the following measures: 

 
- It reduces the average time taken to pay suppliers to 30 days, thus 

putting a stop to late payment.  
- It establishes an automatic and progressive system of control in which 

non-compliance with the average payment period acts as a trigger.  
- It modifies Article 32 of the Law on Stability so that local councils may 

use any surplus for investment.  
 

 Law boosting the Electronic Invoice and creating the Accounting 
Register of Invoices in the public sector (in force since January 2014). 
 
The public administrations will have greater accounting control over 
invoices, thus contributing to greater compliance with payment times for 
invoices, better control of public spending and the deficit, and an 
additional boost in the fight against fraud.  

 
Suppliers will be better protected in their commercial relations with the 
public administrations; their invoices will be presented in an 
administrative register, which will record the date for purposes of 
accruing interest on any late payments.  

 
Its implementation in the General State Administration will have a net 
annual benefit of 51 million euros and 2.3 million euros in savings on 
paper. 
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II.2. FINANCIAL STABILITY 

 
On 14 November 2013, the Economy and Finance ministers of the Eurogroup 
agreed to end the European Union's programme of financial assistance to 
the Spanish financial institutions in the process of restructuring.    
 
 Under this programme of assistance, those credit institutions that 

required it received a total of 41.3 billion euros for their recapitalisation, 
out of the 100 billion euros planned as a maximum. 

 
This concludes the application of the core measures in the process of 
restructuring and financial adjustment of the Spanish financial system. Part 
of the system, particularly the regional savings institutions over-exposed to 
the real-estate sector, had been significantly hit by the financial crisis and 
devaluation of their balance sheets after the property bubble burst. 
 
This restructuring process has involved the design of a comprehensive 
reform strategy with precise objectives: restructure balance sheets, improve 
supervision, increase the long-term solvency and flexibility of the sector, and 
incorporate improved forms of transparency and good corporate 
governance. The aim is to re-establish access to the markets and help credit 
flow again into the real economy.  
 
This strategy has been applied in different phases and with different 
measures.  
 
 The first measures, in February and May 2012, were approved with the 

aim of restructuring the balance sheets of financial institutions, 
particularly real-estate assets: a system of mergers of banks was 
established; the level of generic provisions for non-troubled assets was 
increased; and the capital adequacy requirements will receive the 
support of the Fund for Orderly Bank Restructuring (Spanish acronym: 
FROB).  

 

 In May 2012, and at the initiative of the Government, two external 
assessment reports were carried out on the level of health of the bank 
balance sheets, in order to enhance the credibility of the Spanish financial 
system and dispel doubts about them. 
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 The figures estimated for recapitalisation needs by the report ranged 
between 16 billion and 26 billion euros in a favourable scenario, and 
between 51 billion and 62 billion in an adverse scenario.  
 

 On receiving the report, the Government formally requested financial 
assistance from the Eurogroup in June to recapitalise the banks that 
requested aid. 
 

 The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for financial assistance was 
signed in July, and on the 20th, the Eurogroup approved the aid for a 
maximum of 100 billion euros, an amount that was sufficient to cover the 
capital requirements plus an additional safety margin.  

 
 Reform of the savings banks and solvency supervision measures 
 
 The Government has approved a series of important financial reform 

measures within the framework of commitments agreed in the 
Memorandum of Understanding.   

 
Royal Decree-Law, dated 31 August 2012, on Restructuring and 
Resolution of Credit Institutions, creates a management company to 
isolate the toxic assets of financial institutions. It is called the 
Company for the Management of Assets from Bank Restructuring 
(Spanish acronym: SAREB), and has been operating since 1 December 
2012.  
 

 A new Law on Savings Banks and Bank Foundations (in force since 
January 2014) establishes a new legal framework for the role of 
savings banks as bank shareholders, strengthens the regulations on 
good corporate governance and the incompatibility requirements for 
both savings banks and the banks controlled by them. 

 

 Finally, new regulations were approved to enhance the solvency of the 
financial sector and improve the regulations on corporate governance 
(at the Council of Ministers on 30 November 2013): 
 
 Royal Decree-Law 14/2013, dated 29 November, on urgent measures 

to adapt Spanish law to European Union legislation on the supervision 
and solvency of financial institutions: 
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- The supervisory functions of the Bank of Spain and the CNMV [Spanish 
National Securities Commission] were extended. 
 

- Variable remuneration was limited to a maximum of 100% of fixed 
remuneration, unless the general shareholders' meeting authorises a 
larger amount, up to a maximum limit of 200%. 

  
 A Draft Bill on the supervision and solvency of credit institutions 

(presented at the Council of Ministers on 29 November 2013). 
 
- Introduced limits to positions and remuneration, as well as other 

regulations to improve corporate governance, and new solvency 
requirements ("capital buffers"). 

 
 As a result of these measures, the number and size of financial 

institutions in Spain have changed. Nearly all the savings banks have 
been transformed, the number of banks has been reduced and their 
size increased. 
 

 In just over one year, the Spanish financial sector has been subject to a 
profound reform that has taken a number of years in other countries.  
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II.3. STRUCTURAL REFORMS FOR COMPETITIVENESS 
 
 
Cleaning up the public accounts is a necessary condition for tackling 
economic growth and job creation policies. But it is not enough. The current 
economic crisis has suggested the need to carry out structural reforms in 
very different economic sectors to make the Spanish economy more flexible 
and competitive.  
 

 Labour reform: Assessment reports 

 
In February 2012, the Government undertook an ambitious and in-depth 
reform of the labour market with the aim of halting job losses. The measures 
included in the reform revolve around four major core elements:  
 
 Favouring workers' employability, to which end the system of labour 

mediation has been reformed and changes have been introduced into the 
system of training.  

 
 Encouraging new hirings, in particular on permanent contracts, with the 

aim of fostering employment; a new permanent contract to support 
entrepreneurs has been created.  

 
 Fostering internal flexibility in companies as an alternative to shedding 

jobs through a new model of collective bargaining; precedence has been 
given to company-level agreements.  

 

 Finally, the reform also includes a variety of measures that have an 
impact on the rules on terminating an employment contract, with the aim 
of improving labour market efficiency as an aspect linked to the reduction 
of labour dualism. 

 
On 2 August 2013, the Government presented an evaluation report on the 
impact of the labour reform in its first year of application. The following are 
five conclusions from the report:  
 
 The new model of labour relations has halted job losses and is laying 

the foundations for the creation of stable and quality employment, 
favouring the competitiveness of companies. 
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 For the first time during the crisis, a deterioration in the GDP has not 
led to a faster pace of job losses.   

 
 The reform has helped to prevent the destruction of 225,000 jobs in 

its first year, according to data from the Ministry of Economic Affairs, 
due to internal flexibility measures in companies, as well as other 
labour reforms. 

 

 Thanks to the measures introduced by the Government, the Spanish 
economy will be capable of generating jobs with a growth rate of 
between 1% and 1.2%. 

 
 The recent performance of the labour market has significantly helped 

improve the competitiveness of Spanish products and our economy.  
 
 On 20 December 2013, the Council of Ministers received an OECD report 

on the labour reform undertaken in 2012. From it, the Minister for 
Employment and Social Security has highlighted two conclusions: 
 
 "It has brought increased dynamism to the labour market; it has 

served to prevent its segmentation and to increase our country's 
economic competitiveness." 
 

 "The labour reform has contributed to 25,000 additional new 
permanent contracts each month." 

 
 

Measures to favour stable employment contracts 
 
Royal Decree-Law 13/2013, dated 20 December, on measures to favour 
stable contracts and improve workers' employability (already in force).  
 
The law presents measures on working hours that aim to boost part-time 
contracts as a way of creating jobs, in line with the rest of the countries in 
the Eurozone. The measures include the following: 
 
- A modification of the part-time contract to make it more flexible and 

provide greater guarantees.  
 

- The permanent contract supporting entrepreneurs will be available part-
time, as well as full time. 
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- Existing employment contracts have been simplified in administrative 

terms, and the 42 types have been slimmed down to four: permanent, 
temporary, training and apprenticeship, and work-experience. The aim is 
to make hiring easier as economic recovery begins. 

 
 
Training of young people for employment  
 

The Government has adopted a measure that, for the first time, provides a 
coherent and harmonised system of training and employment, with the aim 
of improving training and making it more professional (Council of Ministers, 
8 November 2012).  
 
 Contract for training and apprenticeship. The Government has regulated 

the training and apprenticeship contract in order to improve the training 
of young people and enhance their employability. Match the training 
received by young people to company needs.  

 
 Dual Vocational Training. Dual vocational training has been introduced 

to improve the objectives of qualified employability. The aim is to allow 
young people to access the labour market in the best possible conditions.  

 
Other measures 
 
 Royal Decree-Law 11/2013, dated 2 August, on protecting part-time 

workers and other urgent economic and social measures. 
 
The aim is to provide adequate cover for all those people who carry on a 
labour or professional activity and maintain the principles of 
contributiveness, proportionality and equity that characterise the Spanish 
Social Security system, guaranteeing fairness with respect to the situation of 
part-time workers. 
 
The new law introduces regulations on proportionality between the effort of 
part-time workers and those who work full-time when it comes to accessing 
a pension: 
 
 
 Framework Agreement on labour mediation with job-placement 

agencies (Council of Ministers, 2 August 2013). 
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The aim is to complement the mediation of public employment services in 
the labour market through a system of public-private collaboration with job-
placement agencies. 
 
 
 In the development of the labour reform, the Government has approved 

the Regulation on procedures to be followed by companies in collective 
dismissals, suspension of contracts or reduction of working hours for the 
reasons included under the law (Council of Ministers 26 November 2012).  
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 Reform of the Social Security pension system  
 
The economic crisis, drop in Social Security revenues as a result of the fall in 
the number of contributors (due to increased unemployment) and the effect 
of socio-demographic factors on the Spanish population and its life 
expectancy, all suggest that new reforms have to be undertaken to  our 
system of Social Security pensions. These reforms have two basic aims: 
 
 To bring the real retirement age up to the statutory age (67 years); one in 

two pensioners in Spain take early retirement.  
 

 Guarantee the economic viability and sustainability over time of a public 
pay-as-you-go pension system. 

 
The Government has adopted two decisions to meet these objectives, 
following a report and debate in the Lower House of Parliament's Committee 
on the Monitoring and Assessment of Agreements under the Toledo Pact. 
 
 Royal Decree-Law 5/2013, dated 15 March, on measures to support the 

continued working life of older workers and promote active ageing 
(approved by the Council of Ministers on 15 March 2013, and in force). 

 
Joint measures have been adopted for the first time in the Social Security 
system together with employment policies to ease the transition from active 
life to retirement and promote active ageing. 
 
 Early retirement and collective dismissals for people over the age of 50 

are being discouraged. Early retirement is reserved for workers with long 
contribution periods. 

 
 The regulation of partial retirement has been improved. After retirement 

age, people can now combine the receipt of half of their pension with 
remaining in their job. 
 

 A distinction is made between voluntary and involuntary early 
retirement. The age of voluntary early retirement is being increased 
steadily from the current 63 years to 65 years by 2027. 

 

 Law regulating the Sustainability Factor and the Increment Index for the 
Social Security Pension System (in force and applicable from 1 January 
2014). 
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This law is key to guaranteeing confidence, credibility and sustainability of a 
public pay-as-you-go pension system. Based on a report by a committee of 
renowned experts, it regulates the factors that will ensure the system 
remains economically viable.  
 
 The sustainability factor links pensions to changes in life expectancy.  

 
 On the question of pension increases, an annual rise in benefits has been 

guaranteed. Pensions will always go up, at a minimum by 0.25% in times 
of economic difficulty that affects the Social Security accounts. When the 
economic situation is favourable, they will rise by 0.25% above the CPI. 

 
Adjustments in pensions: pensioners have gained purchasing power in 
2013 
 

In 2013, Social Security pensions of 1,000 euros or less increased by 2%. The 
rest increased by 1% (included in the National Budget for the year). 
 

 Pensions have clearly gained in purchasing power in 2013 in terms of the 
year-on-year CPI as of November, which used to be the benchmark for 
pension increases. 

 
For 2014, the calculations under the new law regulating the sustainability 
factor will be applied: the National Budget for next year includes a rise of 
0.25%. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Reform of the public administration services: CORA reports, 
measures for reduction and local government reform 

 
This is one of the fundamental reforms undertaken by the Government in its 
two years in office, cutting across the numerous economic measures taken 
to tackle the crisis. Its objectives are:  
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 Streamline the whole public sector (administrative, business and 
foundational): reduce structures and bodies. 

 Contribute towards a reduction of the public deficit by cutting operating 
costs and controlling spending, and reinforcing budgetary discipline. 

 Improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the public sector. 
 Increase transparency in management and approachability to citizens. 
 Prevent duplication between different levels of government and improve 

the management of public services. 
 
A Committee for the Reform of the Public Administrations (Spanish acronym: 
CORA), set up by the Government in October 2012 with the participation of 
all the ministerial departments, has carried out a comprehensive audit on 
the whole public sector and proposed a reform programme for the public 
administrations in a report presented in June 2013. 
 
The Government has responded by taking measures affecting the General 
State Administration (central government) and local authorities; it has also 
offered proposals to the autonomous regions, which have exclusive 
competence over their own administrations.  
 
 
 Initial measures to reduce the number of bodies and expenditure 
 
Initially, and as a priority for the General State Administration, the 
Government took a number of decisions: 
 
 The fleet of official State vehicles was reformed, with a substantial 

reduction in the number of cars for high-ranking officials, and a change in 
the criteria for use (Council of Ministers, 8 November 2012, as an initial 
proposal by CORA).  
 

 A restructuring and streamlining plan for the State-owned business sector 
and State foundations was introduced, with the suppression, divestment 
or liquidation of 80 companies (Council of Ministers, 16 March 2012). 

 

 The system of remuneration for directors in the public business sector 
was regulated with an average 25% to 30% reduction in remuneration 
across the whole State-owned business sector; and a cut of 100 board 
members of companies in the public sector, with a saving of 18 million 
euros in 2012 (Council of Ministers, 5 March 2012).  
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 A Management and Streamlining Plan for State Real-Estate Assets was 
implemented, covering various lines of action. Since its approval in March 
2012, the implementation of this plan has already led to savings of more 
than 90 million euros.  

 
 Various measures were adopted to improve the efficiency of employment 

in the public sector: a reduction of nearly 20% in the administrative 
structure of the General State Administration; a freeze on public job 
vacancies, except in the priority public services (health, education, 
security forces); and a reduction in staff absenteeism in the public 
administration services.  

 
 The market supervisory and regulatory bodies have been reformed and 

their number reduced with the creation of a single Comisión Nacional de 
los Mercados y la Competencia (National Commission for Markets and 
Competition) (regulated by Law 3/2013, dated 4 June, in force since 6 
June).  

 
 The system of administering the RTVE Corporation has been reformed 

(Council of Ministers, 20 April 2012) with a reduction in the number of 
members of the Board of Directors from 12 to 9, and the elimination of a 
fixed remuneration scheme for board members of the RTVE Corporation, 
except for its chairman. 

 
 
 
 
 
The presentation of the CORA Report and the first report on the 
implementation of measures has been accompanied by the corresponding 
agreements on the reduction of administrative burdens and bodies in the 
public sector. 
 
 Reports by the Committee for the Reform of the Public Administrations 

(CORA) 
 
The President of the Government, Mariano Rajoy, presented the Report by 
the Committee for the Reform of the Public Administrations at Moncloa 
Palace on 19 June 2013. It was discussed in the Council of Ministers meeting 
two days later.  
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 The report is focused on how to manage government and the public 

services in a more rational, effective and efficient way; in other words, to 
make it function better and at a lower cost, serve citizens better and be 
more transparent. 
 

 It is a guide for the General State Administration, for which it is 
mandatory, and for all the public administrations. CORA has prepared 218 
proposals for measures, 128 affecting the State and the autonomous 
regions and 80 exclusively affecting the General State Administration. 

 
The Council of Ministers meeting on 20 September 2013 received the first 
quarterly report on the level of implementation of the measures included in 
the CORA Report. 
 
 "Only one day short of three months after the presentation of the report" 

15 measures have been fully implemented, 22 are at the final stage of 
implementation, 90 are half-way and 82 are at the initial phase" (Soraya 
Sáenz de Santamaría, 20 September 2013).  

 
 Royal Decree-Law creating the Office for Implementing the Reform of 

the Public Administrations (Council of Ministers, 20 September 2013). 
 
 
This is a body that will assume the coordinated implementation of measures 
included in the CORA Report, monitoring and driving them and proposing 
new measures if required. Among its responsibilities are to prepare 
implementation reports on the measures.  
 
 Agreement approving measures to reduce administrative burdens and 

improve regulation (Council of Ministers, 20 September 2013). 
 
This will simplify 63 administrative procedures and save an estimated 478 
million euros annually. Most of them are because instead of individuals or 
companies having to go to a specific window to present documentation, they 
can now do so online. 
 
Of the 63 procedures to be slimmed down, 40% have already been 
implemented since June. The vast majority will be put into action during the 
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course of 2013. In terms of the beneficiaries, 7 directly affect individuals; 47 
affect companies; and 9, both companies and individuals.  

 
 It is based on the philosophy of "fewer forms, less paperwork and fewer 

windows" announced by the President of the Government at the 
presentation of the CORA Report. 

 
 Agreement authorising reconstruction and streamlining measures in the 

State-Owned Foundation and Business Sector (Council of Ministers, 20 
September 2013). 

 
The streamlining measures for the public sector have led to the elimination, 
merger or combination of 67 entities, with a net reduction of 53. A total of 
19 of the 47 foundations making up the public foundation sector have been 
restructured: four have been liquidated, five have been terminated, six have 
been merged while a further four are no longer categorised as foundations. 
 
Government procurement has been centralised and the whole IT system of 
the General State Administration has been streamlined with the creation of a 
single IT head. 
 
This is the third and most ambitious agreement to restructure the State 
public sector: in 2011, an initial agreement affected eight foundations and in 
2012 a second agreement affected nine. 
 
 Bill on Foreign Action and State Foreign Services (submitted to 

Parliament by the Council of Ministers on 14 June 2013). 
 
It aims to ensure that Spain's activity abroad is unitary, collegiate and 
efficient. The law forms part of a package of measures to reform the public 
administration services and improve their level of coordination and 
efficiency. 
 
- The aim is to integrate the different entities that operate abroad so that 

they serve the interests of Spain.  
 
- The Bill reorganises the State administration abroad through the creation 

of the State Foreign Service. 
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Local reform 
 
 The law on the streamlining and sustainability of local government 

(submitted to Parliament and the Council of Ministers on 26 July 2013, 
now in its parliamentary stage and due to enter into force in January 
2014) 

 
The Law has the following objectives: 
- Clarify and simplify the municipal competences to avoid duplication with 

the competences of other administrations, under the principle of "one 
administration, one competence". 

- Streamline the organisational structure of local government: provincial 
councils will gain power while local councils will be encouraged to merge. 

- Guarantee the sustainability of the municipal accounts through strict 
adherence to the principles of budgetary stability and financial 
sustainability: local councils will have to publish the real cost of their 
services. Salaries are reduced and reorganised. 

- Local economic activity is promoted by liberalising measures that save 
costs for the taxpayers: the reform is expected to save 8.02 billion euros 
over the period 2013-2019. 

 
 The impact of the measures will involve a net saving of 7.13 billion 

euros between the years 2013 and 2015. 
 

 Reform of the energy sector, in particular the electricity 
sector 

The Government has been working over these two years on a reform of the 
energy sector in order to achieve a sustainable and competitive system that 
guarantees supply to consumers at as low a cost as possible and as 
transparently as possible, and that increases the competitiveness of the 
economy. 
 
With this general goal in mind, a number of measures have been taken, 
aimed, above all, at regulating the electricity sector:  
 
- The costs of the electricity system have steadily increased in recent 

months: revenues have fallen as a result of lower demand due to the 
economic crisis, originating shortfalls between costs of the system and 
forecasts, so measures have had to be taken.  
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- In addition, the system has been suffering from a major "tariff deficit" 

(the difference between the cost of electricity supply and income from 
tariffs) of over 26 billion euros, which has to be tackled to guarantee the 
financial stability of the system. 

 
- A third pillar of the reform is the introduction of legal changes to promote 

competition, simplify and clarify electricity bills, improve customer service 
mechanisms and maintain protection for consumers at risk through the 
social tariff scheme "bono social" [discount rate for the tariff of last 
resort].  

 
The following laws have been introduced to address these objectives: 
 
 Law on tax measures to promote energy sustainability (27 December 

2012). 
 

 Royal Decree-Law 2/2013, dated 1 February, on urgent measures for the 
electricity system and the financial sector. 

 
 Royal Decree-Law 9/2013, dated 12 July, adopting urgent measures to 

guarantee the financial stability of the electricity sector. 
 
 Law establishing funding from the National Budget for certain costs in 

the electricity system caused by the financial incentives granted for the 
promotion of electrical power production using renewable energy 
sources; and an extraordinary credit for 2.2 billion euros in the budget of 
the Ministry of Industry, Energy and Tourism (Law 15/2013, dated 17 
October). 

 
 Law on the electricity sector (in force as from January 2014) 

The first two measures reduced the accrual of the annual tariff deficit by 6 
billion euros; the expected deficit for 2013 is 4.5 billion euros. The third and 
fourth measures share the effort to balance the system between companies, 
consumers and the State. The Bill introduces legal changes to organise the 
sector. 
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 Environment-related reforms  
 
The reforms in this area aim to apply effective protection for the 
environment, take measures to address climate change and at the same 
time, promote economic activity and maintain job creation. The measures 
adopted can be divided into two types: legislative (adoption of laws that are 
now already in force) and planning. 
 
 Law on the Protection and Sustainable Use of Coastal Areas and 

modification of the Law on Coastal Areas 2/2013, dated 22 May, in 
force. 
 

The aim is to reconcile environmental protection with sustainable economic 
activities: make effective environmental protection compatible with legal 
security for individuals and companies, reinforce protection and the 
sustainable use of coastal areas and prevent increased building work.  
 
 Law on Environmental Assessment 21/2013, dated 9 December, in force 
 
This text combines the laws on strategic environmental assessment and 
environmental impact assessment and simplifies administrative procedures. 
It includes measures to guarantee the highest possible level of 
environmental protection.  Among its objectives are the following: 
 
- Streamline environmental assessment procedures and increase legal 

security with a clear and standardised legislation across Spain. In fact, the 
Law implements many of the measures included in the Report on the 
Reform of the Public Administrations. 
 

- Promote market unity and boost sustainable development: the Law will 
lead to the creation of 80,000 jobs with an impact of 1 billion euros on 
economic activity. 

 
Law establishing measures on environmental taxation and adopting other 
tax and financial measures 16/2013, dated 29 October, in force. 
 

Among other things, it includes a tax on fluorocarbon greenhouse gases, 
in line with the recommendations of the European Union to increase 
environmental taxation. 
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 "PIMA Aire" Environmental Enhancement Plan for the purchase of 
commercial vehicles (approved by the Council of Ministers on 8 February 
and 25 October 2013).  

 
This is a plan for the self-employed, SMEs and companies and has an 
initial budget of 38 million euros aimed at a potential market of 50,000 
commercial vehicles and for the purchase of new vehicles that comply 
with the conditions included under the plan. It combines the policy of 
improving air quality with the fight against climate change. It has been 
supplemented with the "PIMA Aire 2" plan for the acquisition of 
motorcycles, mopeds and electrically-assisted bicycles (approved by the 
Council of Ministers on 25 October).  

 
 "PIMA Sol" Environmental Enhancement Plan to renew hotel 

infrastructures with more energy-efficient ones (approved by the 
Council of Ministers on 21 June 2013).   
 
The plan includes global investment of over 400 million euros, with 50% 
financed by the European Investment Bank (EIB). 

 
The measures included will create around 8,000 jobs, as well as 
maintaining jobs for the self-employed, SMEs and energy and 
construction companies. 
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 Reform of the transport sector  
 

The Government has undertaken the reform of the passenger road and rail 
transport sectors, with the following measures.  
 

 Law amending Law 16/1987, on the Organisation of Land Transport 
(9/2013, dated 4 July, in force). The amendment has the following aims: 
to increase the competitiveness and efficiency of the sector, improve the 
public service and enhance transparency and control over road passenger 
and freight transport. 
 

 Royal Decree-Law dated 20 July 2012, adopting measures on 
infrastructures and rail services, the first step towards the liberalisation 
of passenger rail transport. It sets out a timetable for opening up the 
market of domestic passenger rail transport and restructuring the State-
owned companies in the sector.  

 

 Royal Decree-Law 4/2013, dated 22 February, on measures to support 
entrepreneurship and stimulate growth and job creation. It includes 
stimulus measures such as the liberalisation of the railway service, laying 
the foundations for a gradual opening up to free competition in 
passenger rail transport. 
 

 Royal Decree-Law, approved on 13 December 2013, restructures the 
public business entity Administrador de Infraestructuras Ferroviarias 
(ADIF), which has been divided into two companies: ADIF and ADIF Alta 
Velocidad. This separation aims to streamline the railway sector, improve 
the management of public resources and increase efficiency. 

 

- ADIF Alta Velocidad will be mainly financed through income from 
market operators. It will manage the construction and administration 
of high-speed infrastructures, the businesses of the high-speed 
stations, all the telecommunications activity and all the energy 
activity. 
 

- ADIF will be mainly financed by transfers from the State budget and 
will run the conventional meter gauge network and the businesses not 
included in ADIF Alta Velocidad. 
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 Reform of the justice system  
 
The Government has pushed through legal measures to streamline the 
judicial system and make it a factor that contributes to the country's 
competitiveness.  
 

 A Royal Decree-Law on Civil and Mercantile Mediation has been 
approved to increase the use of mediation as a voluntary, flexible, speedy 
and inexpensive way of resolving conflicts. As a result of its application 
the number of cases that are currently taken to the ordinary courts will 
be reduced (Council of Ministers, 2 March 2012, subsequently enacted as 
an ordinary law).  
 

 The Law regulating certain charges in the administration of justice (in 
force since 22 November 2012) has a twofold aim: first, to make more 
rational use of the exercise of jurisdictional powers; and second, to 
ensure the maintenance of the system of free justice for people who do 
not have the resources to pay. It will improve the operation of the courts 
and prevent the accumulation of an excessive workload for the legal 
system.  

 
 Approval of the Constitutional Law on budgetary efficiency measures in 

the administration of justice, amending Constitutional Law 6/1985, dated 
1 July, on the Judiciary (in force since December 2012). Its objective is to 
guarantee the provision of the public service while increasing the levels of 
professionalism in the legal profession. It aims to make it possible for 
nearly all legal decisions to be issued by members of the legal profession 
and for the action of substitute or reserve judges and magistrates to be 
limited to exceptional cases of substantiated and justified need.  
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 Other reforms to boost competitiveness: Guaranteeing market 
unity and de-indexing the economy 

 
 Law 20/2013, dated 9 December, on Guaranteeing Market Unity (in 

force since 11 December 2013) and the Legal Streamlining Plan  
 

The aim is to prevent companies from being obliged to sell different versions 
of a product or to obtain different certificates or authorisations according to 
where they want to operate. It will serve to strengthen our competitiveness, 
untangle the legal complexity of our system and assist the work of 
entrepreneurs. 
 
The law could increase GDP by 0.15% per year or 1.52% over 10 years, by 
some 1.5 billion euros. 
 

The Legal Streamlining Plan will be executed on a supplementary basis to this 
Law (presented at the Council of Ministers on 8 November 2013). It has 
identified 2,700 State or regional laws that could represent barriers to 
market unity. To deal with this situation, 25 sectoral conferences will review 
the law in 29 economic sectors. 
 
 Bill for De-Indexing the Economy (submitted to Parliament; approved in 

the Council of Ministers on 20 December 2013) 
 
Its aim is for the public sector to contribute to price stability and increased 
competitiveness, in line with the agreement for wage moderation between 
social stakeholders, and other reforms such as pensions. The main principle 
is to cut the link between benefits, prices and other government payments 
and the consumer price index (CPI), and promote the voluntary adoption of 
this practice by the private sector. Any revision of regulated prices must be 
justified by costs and not inflation figures. The Law will help maintain the 
purchasing power of our citizens. 
 
 
The Government is promoting competitiveness in the agro-food sector and is 
pushing through measures to improve the operation of the food chain, and 
boost the property market and telecommunications sector. 
 
 Law promoting the integration of cooperatives and other associations in 

the agro-food sector (Law 13/2013, dated 2 August, in force)  
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The aim to strengthen this movement of associations and give them 
competitive advantages, particularly in the area of exports; and to boost a 
professional and value-generating cooperative business model. It makes 
it easier for them to re-group, modernise, become competitive and 
internationalise. 

 
 Law on measures to improve the operation of the food chain 12/2013, 

dated 2 August, in force  
 
The aim is to increase the effectiveness and competitiveness of the 
sector, preventing imbalances in commercial relations between different 
operators. 

 
 Bill on Urban Restoration, Regeneration and Renewal (approved at the 

Council of Ministers on 5 April 2013, at its parliamentary stage) 
 

The law does away with the Technical Building Inspection and replaces it 
with a Building Assessment Report (IEE) which will be mandatory for 
buildings of more than 50 years starting in 2019. It will also be obligatory 
to make a certificate of the building's energy efficiency available for 
purchasers or landlords. 

 
 Telecommunications Bill (approved at the Council of Ministers on 13 

September 2013 and at its parliamentary stage) 
 
The law updates the current law in force since 2003 and adapts it to the 
major progress made in the sector, as well as promoting the future 
development of the digital economy. This sector is essential for driving 
economic growth and job creation, as it accounts for 3.5% of GDP, according 
to 2012 data. The law is part of the boost being given to the digital economy, 
the core element of which is the Digital Agenda for Spain. 
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III. MEASURES TO BOOST ECONOMY GROWTH 
AND JOB CREATION 
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The fiscal consolidation measures, guarantee of stability and solvency of the 
financial institutions and structural reforms to boost competitiveness have 
all contributed to create the conditions for emerging from the recession and 
recovering confidence and credibility in our economy. 
 
However, this confidence must be accompanied by specific measures that 
give an additional boost to economic activity and job creation, in order to 
complete an appropriate and propitious economic framework for stable and 
sustained economic growth. 
 
The Government has dedicated itself this year to this task through the 
strategies, plans and legal projects approved, with the aim of supporting 
small and medium-sized enterprises, the self-employed and entrepreneurs. 
The activity of these business sectors accounts for 85% of our country's 
productive sector, so it is clearly the principal driver of the economy. 
 
 

 The Strategy for Entrepreneurship and Youth Employment 
and progress made 

 
On Thursday 14 February 2013, the Ministry of Employment and Social 
Security and the social stakeholders CEOE, CEPYME, UGT and CCOO signed 
the document "Estrategia de Emprendimiento y Empleo Joven 2013-2016" 
[Strategy for Entrepreneurship and Youth Employment], which was 
presented officially by the Government on 12 March 2013. This Strategy 
aims to help reduce the level of unemployment through actions targeted at 
helping young people to enter and remain in the job market.  
 
The document follows the recommendations of the European Union on this 
question. It includes 100 measures in all, which are divided into two groups 
according to their development and impact over time: 15 emergency 
measures, with short-term results, and 85 measures that are developed over 
time. 
 
In order to achieve the objectives of this Strategy and implement the new 
measures, new economic resources will be made available from the General 
State Administration, co-funded by the European Social Fund with an 
allocation of 3.49 billion euros. 
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 "Almost 110,000 young people have now found job opportunities as 
self-employed or employees across the country thanks to the measures 
in the Strategy for Entrepreneurship and Youth Employment since it was 
launched in February. Over 450 young people get the chance of a job 
every day thanks to this strategy that is for all" (Fátima Báñez, 2 
December 2013) 

 
Two measures have been approved within the framework of this strategy:  
 
 Royal Decree-Law 4/2013, dated 22 February, on measures supporting 

entrepreneurs and stimulating growth and job creation 
 
It includes 50 urgent and extraordinary measures announced by the 
President of the Government in the debate on the state of the nation, and 
aims to support salaried employment and self-employment for young 
people. Among the measures for developing the Strategy for 
Entrepreneurship and Youth Employment are the following: 
 
- Tax and Social Security support for entrepreneurship: a flat rate of 50 

euros for Social Security contributions, a lower rate for new companies, 
etc. 

- Promotion of the Single Employment Portal to help the search for jobs 
- Support for business financing 
 
 Law Supporting Entrepreneurs and their Internationalisation (at its 

parliamentary stage) 
 
This is a key law for kick-starting the economy and creating jobs. It was 
presented by the President of the Government at Moncloa Palace on 11 June 
2013, and is a comprehensive and complete law that aims to facilitate all 
kinds of entrepreneurship and business activity: from setting up companies 
and their tax regimes, to support for financing and the need to make 
relations between companies and the public administrations more fluid. 
 
It includes the following: 

 
- Creation of the legal category of limited liability entrepreneur 
- Creation of the category of limited company with provisional capital 

(sociedad limitada de formación sucesiva), which allows companies to be 
created with capital of less than 3,000 euros 
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- Implementation of the project "Emprende en 3" [Start-up in 3], which will 
allow the different declarations sworn before the administration needed 
to initiate business activity to be completed via the same online portal.  

- Promotion of the figure of the business angel (private individuals who 
invest in another party's company or business project) 

- Creation of internationalisation notes and bonds 
- Easier access by entrepreneurs to public tenders and reduction of 

administrative burdens on companies 
 
 
 Annual Employment Policy Plan for 2013  
 
Approved by the Council of Ministers on 2 August 2013. The plan includes a 
set of 350 measures whose implementation is the responsibility of different 
public employment services and consolidates the shift towards the new 
model of active policies. The strategic aims or priorities of the 2013 plan are 
as follows: 
- Promotion of youth employment and support for entrepreneurship 
- Improvement of the employability of other groups that have been 

particularly affected by unemployment (people aged over 55, long-term 
unemployed and people benefiting from the Prepara programme) 

- Improved quality of vocational training for employment 
- Link between active and passive policies 
 
 
 National plan to implement the Youth Guarantee in Spain 
 
The Plan has been agreed with the autonomous regions and social 
stakeholders. It is a response to the Recommendation of the European Union 
on the Youth Guarantee, which is why it was submitted to the European 
Commission on 19 December 2013. The measures in the plan are divided 
into four core areas: improving job placement, improving employability, 
stimuli to hiring and promotion of entrepreneurship.  
 
- Spain will allocate more than 2.8 billion euros for youth employment in 

the next period of the European Social Fund 2014-2020.  
 

 
 Integrated Housing and Land Plan  
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The plan was approved by the Council of Ministers on 5 April 2013. Its aim is 
also to boost the refurbishment of buildings and improve their energy 
efficiency. Together with the new law promoting rentals, this plan represents 
a shift in the housing policy model. 
 
It is a key measure for boosting the economy, growth and job creation. 
Investment will amount to 627 million euros for refurbishment and 105,000 
jobs will be created over four years. 
 
 The Law on measures to promote the housing rental market and make it 

more flexible (4 June 2013, in force) aims to boost this market by 
reforming its legal and tax framework, turning it into an effective 
alternative to ownership.  

 
 

 Comprehensive National Tourism Plan for 2012-2016  
 

Approved by the Council of Ministers on 22 June 2012, its aim is to improve 
the competitiveness of companies and our tourist destinations, restore our 
world leadership in tourism and contribute to economic growth and job 
creation. The Plan contains 28 measures that cover over 100 actions.  
 
 
 Comprehensive Support Plan for the Competitiveness of Retail Trade in 

Spain 2013  
 
The plan was approved by the Council of Ministers on 7 June 2013, and is 
divided into ten core areas of action: innovation and competitiveness for 
small retailers; promotion of open shopping centres and municipal markets; 
financial support for companies; commercial promotion and a boost to 
demand; generational replacement; use of synergies between trade and 
tourism; improvement in commercial security; adoption of legal measures to 
boost retail activity and eliminate barriers to setting up activity; support for 
the internationalisation of Spanish retail trade and improvement in training 
and job creation in the retail sector.  
 
 
 

 Efficient Vehicle Incentive Programme (PIVE) 
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In September 2012, the Government implemented this programme aimed at 
replacing old vehicles, cars and light commercial vehicles by others that 
consume less. The plan had a closed budget. The uptake on the programme 
by consumers and the positive effect on the economy and the environment 
has led the Government to extend it three times over 2013 (in February and 
July and finally 5 October, which was PIVE 4). 
 
 The last extension of the programme had a budget of 365 million euros. 

Induced tax revenues (VAT) amounted to almost 1 billion euros, while the 
annual saving in fuel amounts to 127 million litres, with the resulting 
reduction in CO2. 

 
 The PIVE Plan has been one of the most efficient measures for reducing 

energy consumption and has had very positive effects on the 
environment, road safety and the economy.  "This plan has cushioned the 
steep fall in vehicle sales in Spain, undoubtedly caused by the economic 
crisis; it has also had very positive effects on other related sectors” 
(Soraya Sáenz de Santamaría, 19 July 2013)  

 
 
 Loans to companies through the Instituto de Crédito Oficial (ICO) 

[Official Credit Institute] 
 

A total of 16 billion euros will be available in 2014, up to a maximum of 24 
billion, in two types of credit line: ICO-companies-entrepreneurs and ICO-
international. (Council of Ministers, 5 December 2013) 

 
 Measures to liberalise trade and services (in force as from 25 May 2012) 

 
The aim is to reduce the paperwork required for opening retail outlets, boost 
activity in the retail sector and promote competition. In July, opening hours 
were liberalised and extended to a maximum of 90 hours per week on 
working days; and periods when sales could be held were left to the 
discretion of the retailer. 
 
 Measures to boost export growth and foreign trade  
 
A new High Commissioner for the Spain Brand has been created to improve 
Spain's image abroad and boost the defence of our brand as a country 
(Council of Ministers on 29 June 2012) 
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 Bill for a Basic Law on Official Chambers of Commerce, Industry, 

Services and Navigation (currently in its parliamentary phase) 
 
Under the future law, the Higher Council of Chambers of Commerce will 
become the Chamber of Commerce of Spain as the representative body that 
coordinates all the chambers, and a key body for the internationalisation of 
SMEs. In coordination with the national and international network of 
Chambers of Commerce and the public administrations, it will develop the 
Chamber of Commerce Internationalisation Plan and a new Chamber of 
Commerce Competitiveness Plan. It will also boost dual vocational training. 
There will be no mandatory payments to the Chambers of Commerce and 
the system of control and transparency in their income and expenditure will 
be improved.  
 
 Regulations have been introduced for the State Council for Small and 

Medium-Sized Enterprises. This is a consultative body for the planning, 
coordination and execution of public policy supporting SMEs (Council of 
Ministers on 5 December 2013).  

 
 Digital agenda for Spain  
 
Approved by the Council of Ministers on 15 February 2013, the Digital 
Agenda is the Government's strategy in the digital and communications area. 
It contains 106 lines of action that are organised into six core areas, 
implemented through nine plans. It includes specific objectives for the 
development of the economy and the digital society in Spain.  
 
 The Spanish Strategy for Science and Technology and Innovation for the 

period 2013-2020, and the State Scientific and Technical Research Plan 
for the period 2013-2016 (approved by the Council of Ministers on 1 
February 2013). 
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IV. MEASURES SUPPORTING THOSE MOST 
AFFECTED BY THE CRISIS 
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The Government has adopted a series of measures that embody its 
commitment to support individuals who are particularly hard-hit by the 
economic crisis. These measures regulate four of the situations that lead to 
most vulnerability or social concern:  
 

 The unemployed without benefit protection; workers affected by 
corporate restructuring processes; mortgage borrowers without funds; 
and clients of certain financial products (e.g. preference shares). 

 
 
 Royal Decree-Law 1/2013, dated 25 January, extending the Professional 

Retraining Programme (PREPARA) for people who have used up their 
unemployment insurance and adopting other urgent measures for jobs 
and social protection for the unemployed (measures in force) 
 
- The long-term unemployed or those with family responsibilities who 

use up their contributory insurance benefit and have no other income 
will receive assistance of 400 euros per month for six months. This 
amount will increase to 450 euros for those unemployed with greater 
family responsibilities. 

 
- The law automatically extends the programme for six-month periods 

when the unemployment rate, as calculated by the labour force 
survey, is above 20%. 

 
 Royal Decree-Law 6/2013, dated 22 March, on protection for holders of 

certain savings and investment products (preference shares and 
subordinated debt) and other measures of a financial nature (in force) 

 

The law completes a package of measures that the Government has 
adopted to protect those who acquired highly complex collective 
investment products.  Some 80% of preference shares were sold in 2008 
and 2009 to private individuals. There are securities of this nature 
amounting to 8 billion euros and practically 300,000 people are affected. 

 
 
 
 Royal Decree-Law establishing special regulations for awarding 

extraordinary assistance to workers affected by corporate restructuring 
processes (approved in the Council of Ministers on 22 November 2013; 
measures in force). 
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This is extraordinary aid for situations of urgent social and occupational 
need, designed to ease the social consequences derived from the 
processes of corporate restructuring. 

 
 Law 1/2013, dated 14 May, on measures to increase protection for 

mortgage borrowers, debt restructuring and social rentals (in force) 
 

The Government has pushed through this law (which follows on from a 
Royal Decree-Law approved on 15 November 2012) concerned by the 
social problem represented by some families not being able to make their 
mortgage payments due to the economic crisis and unemployment. The 
aim is to ensure that the groups most affected by the crisis and 
foreclosures do not lose their homes.  
 

 The measure includes halting foreclosures for two years in the case of 
families with certain characteristics, income levels or who are 
unemployed and do not receive benefits.  

 

 A social housing fund has been created to provide social rentals at very 
low prices for people who have lost their home.  

 
In addition to these measures aimed at specific groups of people affected, 
the Government has also taken other decisions with the main aim of easing 
certain costs resulting from the crisis and supporting socially the most 
disadvantaged groups or those at risk of social exclusion. 
 
 Integrated Housing and Land Plan (approved by the Council of Ministers 

on 5 April 2013) 
 
One of the aims of this plan is to make it easier for people with lower 
incomes to access housing and to support rental payments, with a provision 
of 1.5 billion euros. The programme of assistance for rentals will benefit 
133,000 people, and people affected in foreclosure procedures will have 
preferential access to the rental aid programme. 
 
 Royal Decree-Law 3/2013, dated 22 February, modifying the system of 

fees in the area of the administration of justice and the system of free 
legal aid. 
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Changes have been made to the law on legal fees and the free legal aid 
benefits for specific groups are expected to enter into force in accordance 
with the recommendations of the Ombudsman. 

 
 Royal Decree-Law 7/2013, dated 28 June, on urgent tax and budgetary 

measures, regulates the objectives of general interest for which 0.7% of 
personal income tax is earmarked, as well as the Regime of Third-Sector 
Entities collaborating with the public administrations. 

 
 National Kingdom of Spain Action Plan for Social Exclusion 2013-2016 

(approved by the Council of Ministers on 13 December 2013) 
 

This Plan has been created as an instrument that gathers together all the 
policies for the fight against poverty and social exclusion in Spain. It has 
been prepared with the cooperation and consensus of all the public 
administrations, as well as social organisations, trade unions and 
employers' associations. 
 
- It has a global budget of 135 billion euros over the next four years and 

includes an extraordinary fund allocated in its entirety to combating 
child poverty, which is a cross-cutting goal in the plan. 

 

- It covers all the groups that may be in a situation of exclusion and 
includes the implementation of the first Integrated National Strategy 
for the Homeless.  

 
- The Plan contains 240 measures and is divided into three core areas: 

employment; guarantee of minimum income; and access to minimum 
quality services. One of the pillars of the Plan is collaboration with the 
Third Sector.  
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V. POLITICAL REFORMS AND DEMOCRATIC 
REGENERATION 
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The urgent need to approve economic reform measures in response to the 
crisis has not prevented the Government from tackling other political 
reforms over these two years, although its timetable for applying them has 
to some extent been affected by these measures.  
 
The political reform measures and initiatives adopted by the Government 
may be divided into three areas: 
 
1. Proposals and measures to fight corruption and increase transparency:  

 
 Democratic Regeneration Plan 
 Transparency Law 
 

2. Political stability and institutional reforms 
 
 Response to the sovereignty challenge from the Regional Government 

of Catalonia 
 Reform of the General Council for the Judiciary 
 

3. Protection and exercise of rights and freedoms 
 
 Education reform 
 Reform of the Criminal Code 
 Private Security Law 
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V.1. Proposals and measures to fight corruption and increase 
transparency 

 

 Report on the Democratic Regeneration Plan 
 
Presented at the Council of Ministers on 20 September 2013, the document 
contains a broad range of measures to fight corruption and improve the 
response and detection mechanisms available to the courts. 
 
It has its origin in a proposal by the President of the Government in the 
debate on the State of the Nation, and a parliamentary resolution that 
received broad political support. The will of the Government, repeated by 
the President of the Government at his parliamentary appearance on 1 
August, is that the Plan's measures are open to consensus by all political 
forces. 
 
The plan includes 40 measures affecting around ten laws, distributed into 
three regulatory packages: 
- Control of the economic activity of political parties 
- Regulation of people holding public positions in the general State 

administration 
- Response to corruption through the criminal courts 
 
 Law on Transparency, Access to Public Information and Good 

Governance 19/2013, dated 9 December, in force since 11 December 
2013, implemented on a gradual basis  
 
It is a core basis for political action and for restoring confidence in the 
institutions. It strengthens the responsibility of public administrators in 
the exercise of their functions and in the handling of public funds, with a 
clear system of penalties. It also creates a Committee for Transparency 
and Good Governance and covers all the public administrations. 

 
- In its parliamentary stage, the law has had its application extended to 

activities subject to the Administrative Law of the Royal Household 
and other State institutions and political parties, trade unions and 
employers' associations and public entities that receive a certain 
amount in public aid and subsidies. 
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V.2. Political stability and institutional reforms 

 Response to the challenge to sovereignty from the Regional 
Government of Catalonia 
 

The Government is closely following the political initiatives in the 
autonomous region of Catalonia with respect to the proposals made by the 
institutions of the regional government that aim to undermine the Spanish 
constitutional framework. The Government's action is manifested in two 
ways:  
 
 Respect the principles of institutional loyalty, good faith and legitimate 

confidence inspired by relations between public administrations. 
 

 Guarantee compliance with the Constitution and the law at all times and 
challenge the proposals and resolutions adopted that may involve 
breaches of the Constitution.  
 

Applying the procedures included in the Constitution itself, the Government 
adopted the following agreement. 

 
 

 Agreement by the Council of Ministers on 1 March 2013, challenging the 
provisions without force of law and resolutions by the autonomous 
regions, as provided for in Article 161.2 of the Constitution, with respect 
to Resolution 5/X of the Parliament of Catalonia, dated 23 January 2013, 
approving the "Declaration of sovereignty and the right to decide of the 
people of Catalonia."  

 
The Government understands that the Resolution of the Parliament of 
Catalonia is unconstitutional as it violates the provisions of Articles 1.2, 2, 9.1 
and 23 of the Constitution in relation to its Article 168.  
 
This agreement follows another requesting the Decision by the Council of 
State on whether the challenge is correct. 
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 Reform of the General Council for the Judiciary 
 
On 21 December 2012, the Government implemented the process to reform 
the governing body of the judiciary with the Draft Bill to reform the 
Constitutional Law on the Judiciary and the subsequent submission to 
Parliament of the Bills for two Constitutional Laws to make this reform 
possible: 
 

 The Constitutional Law on the process of renewal of the General Council 
for the Judiciary, suspending the validity of Article 112 and partially of 
Article 114 of Constitutional Law 6/1985, dated 1 July, on the Judiciary 
(in force from 12 April 2013 to 30 June 2013 to facilitate the 
implementation of the procedure for appointing members of the Council 
according to the provisions of the reform) 

 

 Constitutional Law reforming the General Council for the Judiciary, 
amending Constitutional Law 6/1985, dated 1 July, on the Judiciary (in 
force since 30 June 2013) 

 
This reform aims to make the Council more flexible, both when it comes to 
renewal of members and its operation and structure. This will also lead to 
lowering its costs. Only the members of the Council's Permanent 
Commission will be full-time, and rotate every year. It will be easier to elect 
judges who do not belong to any judicial association as members of the 
governing body. 
 
The 12 members of the legal profession will be elected by the Divisions, 
together with eight lawyers of recognised prestige.  Two new positions will 
also be created: the Vice-President of the Supreme Court and enforcer of 
Disciplinary Action.  
 

 "The reform has created a system in which, for the first time in Spain, 
judges and magistrates in the General Council for the Judiciary have two 
sources of legitimacy: that of the legal profession and judges' 
associations, and that of Parliament, which is sovereign, providing a 
formidable institutional strength at these times were are going through" 
(Alberto Ruiz-Gallardón, 26 November 2013) 
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V.3. Protection and exercise of rights and freedoms 

 Education reform: Constitutional Law on Improving the Quality of 
Education (LOMCE, 8/2013, dated 9 December, in force since 30 
December 2013 and implemented on a gradual basis) 

 

Aims to improve the comprehensive education and training of citizens 
through education, reduce failure and early school-leaving, boost student 
excellence and connect the classroom with employment. Among other many 
aspects, greater autonomy and specialisation has been given to teaching 
centres, and more emphasis has been placed on the culture of effort. 
 

 Law Reforming the Criminal Code (in its parliamentary phase) 
 

This is the most exhaustive reform yet, as it includes a revision of the 
criminal system to respond to new types of crime, recidivist offenders and 
the most serious crimes. The text also deals with 21st century crimes through 
a technical revision of a significant number of crimes, among them those 
involving corruption. Thanks to its new drafting, conduct that has so far been 
immune will be penalised. Among the most notable new points are the 
introduction of a reviewable life sentence for cases of exceptional 
seriousness. Petty crimes remain outside the Code in accordance with the 
principle of minimum intervention. 
 
 Law on Private Security (in its parliamentary phase) 
 
This law adapts private security to the modern world and will make a 
comprehensive regulation of the whole sector, which is one of those that 
have grown most in Spain recently. Among its objectives is to increase 
coordination and cooperation between the private and public security 
sectors and open up to the public sector the possibility of providing services 
not included under the current law. The text is based on the principle of pre-
eminence of public security over private security, under the principles of 
complementarity, cooperation and co-responsibility of the staff of private 
security companies with respect to the State security forces. 

 
 
 
 Amendment of the General Law for the Defence of consumers and other 

complementary laws (in the parliamentary phase) 
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Improves consumer protection in matters of information and rights, and 

strengthens the legal security of consumers and businessmen in distance 

transactions, in online and phone commerce, which aims to prevent abusive 
clauses. 
 
 Strategic National Plan for Childhood and Adolescence 2013-2016 

(approved by the Council of Ministers on 5 April 2013) 
 
The plan has a budget of 5.16 billion euros over the next four years. It aims 
to strengthen protection for minors in different areas, particularly in 
situations of violence and greater vulnerability. This is the most ambitious 
plan for children in the democratic period and is made up of eight targets 
and 125 measures to improve the welfare and quality of life of all minors. 
 
 Regulation of Law 29/2011, dated 22 September, on Recognition and 

Comprehensive Protection of Victims of Terrorism (approved by Royal 
Decree of the Council of Ministers on 6 September 2013) 
 

Both the Regulation and the Law are inspired on the principles of "memory, 
dignity, justice and truth". It includes a commitment to "solidarity of the 
whole of society with the victims." It aims to provide a comprehensive 
treatment of all actions that can repair this irreparable damage. 
 
 National Security Strategy 2013 and the creation of the Council for 

National Security (approved by the Council of Ministers on 31 May 2013), 
National Cyber-security Strategy and the National Maritime Security 
Strategy (approved by the National Security Council on 5 December 
2013) 

 
They provide a comprehensive response to security in Spain, particularly in 
terms of new risks such as cyber-terrorism. It includes up to 12 very different 
risks for our security, which demand highly coordinated action and a well-
designed operational capacity. 
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VI. FOREIGN POLICY 
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 The monetary crisis and overcoming it 
 
The foreign policy of the Government of Spain has also been conditioned by 
the economic crisis. The objectives in this area were initially to recover the 
importance that Spain should have on the international stage and its 
capacity for influence in the European Union. The seriousness of the crisis in 
the Monetary Union and its particular effect on Spain showed the 
importance of these objectives. 
 
The international agenda of the President of the Government has had two 
priorities which follow each other in time in line with the development of the 
sovereign debt and euro crisis. 
 
 Defend the interests of Spain at all times within the European Union, in 

the management of the euro crisis by the Eurogroup and the European 
Central Bank. 
 

The President of the Government had an intensive agenda of meetings 
with leaders of EU countries throughout 2012, particularly with the 
President of the French Republic, François Hollande (6 meetings), the 
Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, Angela Merkel (3) and the 
Prime Minister of the Italian Republic, Mario Monti (4). In this respect, it 
is worth recalling the meeting held on 22 June in Rome by the President 
of the Government and the three leaders mentioned. 

 
 Once the debt and the risk premium crisis has been overcome without 

the financial assistance programme of the EU for the Spanish economy, 
transmit messages of confidence and credibility in the Spanish economy 
and in possibilities for the future, through the reform measures adopted 
by the Government with the support of economic data that point to a 
change in the cycle. 
 

This objective has focused the interest of the President of the 
Government on his international agenda for 2013, specifically his 
participation in the international multilateral summits held this year, and 
his official trips (EU-CLACS in Chile, the Pacific Alliance in Colombia, the G-
20 in St Petersburg, the Ibero-American Summit in Panama, the EU-
Eastern Partnership in Vilnius) and his trips to New York, Kazakhstan and 
Japan). 
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 Initiatives 
 
The main initiatives linked to the European Union in which Spain has actively 
participated include: 
 

- The project to implement banking union within the framework of 
Monetary Union (implemented by the European Council on 28 and 29 
June 2012 and completed in December 2013) 
 

- The Conference for promotion of youth employment in Europe, 2013 in 
its two sessions: 3 July in Berlin and 12 November in Paris (following a 
preparatory encounter on 28 May, also in Paris). The decisions adopted in 
this conference benefit our country in particular, because of the 
immediate provision of funds for youth employment. 

 
Within the scope of international relations two government initiatives are 
worth noting:  
 

- Spain's candidature as non-permanent member of the United Nations 
Security Council in 2015-2016. 
 

- The contribution of logistical aid in the form of strategic transport and 50 
military personnel to the EU and NATO operation headed up by France in 
Mali, backed by the United Nations (authorised by the Council of 
Ministers on 18 January 2013, and extended to 110 military personnel on 
7 June). 
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 Legal foreign policy reforms 
 
On the legal front, three bills were passed and are currently on their passage 
through Parliament:  
 
 Bill on State Foreign Action and Service (submitted to Parliament by the 

Council of Ministers on 14 June 2013) 
 
This is the first law of this kind that has been passed in the democratic period 
after the previous attempts failed.  It forms part of the package of measures 
that the Government is implementing to reform the public administration 
services. It aims to ensure that the foreign activity of Spain is single, joint and 
efficient. "It is not a project by the Government or the State: it is a project by 
the country and the nation" (José Manuel García-Margallo, 14 June 2013). 

 
 Bill on Treaties and other International Agreements (submitted to 

Parliament at the Council of Ministers on 25 October 2013) 
 
This is in addition to the previous law, aiming to adapt Spain’s activity in the 
international arena to the need to organise human, material and other 
resources at a time that demands effectiveness and efficiency and the 
optimum use of these resources. 
 
The Law aims to organise the legal system of treaties as efficiently as 
possible, including international practice and doctrine in this respect. It 
tackles an anomalous situation derived from current regulation that dates to 
a decree in 1972, which has been completely overwhelmed by political, legal 
and constitutional developments in Spain. 
 
 
 Bill to amend Law 33/1998, dated 5 October, providing for a total ban 

on anti-personnel mines and weapons of a similar effect (submitted to 
Parliament by the Council of Ministers on 13 September 2013) 

 
The reform aims to include the new commitments acquired by Spain on its 
adoption of the Convention on cluster munitions and Protocol V on Explosive 
Remnants of War of the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons. 
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 Strategic tools  
 
 High Commissioner for the Spain Brand  
 
Created on 28 June 2012, and answering to the President of the 
Government, its aim is to plan, enhance and coordinate actions by the public 
administrations and their public bodies, as well as encouraging collaboration 
from the private sector to promote the image of Spain abroad. The high 
commissioner is responsible for proposing measures to improve the foreign 
image of Spain to the Government. 
 
 Economic diplomacy 
 
The image projected by a country abroad is a factor of competitiveness that 
affects foreign investment, tourism, the sale of goods and services and 

access to financing. In the global world we live in, the image of a country has 

great importance in international political and economic relations, as it 
strengthens its weight in the world and its capacity to influence international 
events. Economic diplomacy is a fundamental tool for achieving the business 
internationalisation that the Spanish economy and society need. 
 
Promotion of internationalisation of the Spanish economy is another of the 
objectives that the Government has set itself to assist Spanish companies. 
The Spain Brand is a key competitive tool for the economy and Spanish 
businesses. 
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VII. PLANNED REFORMS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"We cannot ease off on our efforts and we have to continue maintaining our 
reforming zeal so that the change in the scenario is not merely temporary" (Soraya 
Sáenz de Santamaría, 29 October 2013) 
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The Government has planned another series of measures and initiatives with 
the rank of law. Their adoption is planned for the first few months of 2014 
and they complement the implementation of the National Reform Plan.  
 
The measures planned have an impact on the core economic areas (fiscal 
consolidation, financial stability, structural reforms) and make progress in 
the political reforms. 
 
 

 Fiscal consolidation measures 
 
 Reform of the Spanish tax system 
 
The Government has initiated the process of a legislative reform that 
represents a review of the whole Spanish system of taxation, with a 
committee of experts created by a Resolution of the Council of Ministers on 
5 July 2013. The Committee will present its conclusions in a report before the 
end of February 2014. Its proposals must be aimed at: 
 
- A simpler system that guarantees fiscal neutrality and market unity and 

favours economic development. 
- The achievement of sufficient tax revenues to ratify the commitment to 

fiscal consolidation.  
- A boost to social development with measures that stimulate savings or 

favour groups such as families and the disabled. 
 
 This reform should withdraw the complementary personal income 

tax charge applied since 2012. 
 
 Modification of the Law on Social Security in relation to the legal system 

of mutual societies in the Social Security system, which aims to improve 
its operation, management, transparency and effectiveness, contribute to 
the sustainability of the Social Security system, reduce job absenteeism 
and improve productivity (proposed bill approved in the Council of 
Ministers on 20 December 2013) 
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 Structural reforms to boost competitiveness 
 
Reforms to the regulatory framework for economic activities 
 
 Draft Bill modifying the Law on Capital Companies to improve corporate 

governance (presented at the Council of Ministers on 13 December 2013) 
 

The law tackles aspects such as remuneration of board members, the 
duration of their term in office, appointments, situations of conflict of 
interest, and the duties of loyalty and diligence of directors. It boosts the 
controlling roles of general shareholders' meetings in these aspects. 
 
 Draft Bill on Professional Associations and Services (presented at the 

Council of Ministers on 2 August 2013) 
 

The law will boost competitiveness, growth and the quality of our 
professional services, which account for nearly 9% of GDP and 6% of total 
employment. The liberalisation will have positive effects on the economy in 
the form of greater competition and will allow an additional growth in GDP 
of between 0.5 and 1 percentage points.  
 

- A list of professions has been established in which membership of the 
association is mandatory and transparency and good governance have 
been strengthened. A Profession Reform Committee has been created. 
Access to an activity based on a professional qualification can only be 
restricted by law. 

 
Reforms in the area of justice 
 
 Reform of the Law on Civil Procedure (Draft Bill presented to the Council 

of Ministers on 3 May 2013) 
 

The aim is to bring the functions of Spanish court attorneys into line with 
those of their counterparts in the rest of Europe, with more activity and 
involvement by court attorneys in civil cases, speeding up judicial procedures 
and guaranteeing legal security. 
 
Draft Bill on measures for administrative reform in the Administration of 
Justice and the Civil Register (presented at the Council of Ministers on 4 
October 2013) 



Two years of government 64 

 
This law includes judicial auctions in the single portal of electronic auctions 
of the Boletín Oficial del Estado (Official State Gazette), and will also allow 
the electronic transmission of birth and death records from health centres. 
Complies with the recommendations of the Committee for the Reform of 
the Public Administrations (CORA), simplifying the procedure for 
participating in auction processes. 
 
 
 

 Political reforms: citizen security, the right to life 

 
 Draft Bill on Citizen Security (presented at the Council of Ministers on 29 

November 2013) 
 

The Bill is based on the idea that it is timely, appropriate and necessary to 
have a new regulation on citizen security, as a result of the decriminalisation 
initiative of the Government with the current reform of the Criminal Code 
and the changes in our society since the approval of the current law in 1992.  
 
- The new text distinguishes between minor, serious and very serious 

infringements, with fines ranging from 100 to 1,000 euros for minor, 
1,001 to 30,000 euros for serious and 30,001 to 600,000 euros for very 
serious. 

 
 Draft Bill for a Constitutional Law on the protection of life after 

conception and the rights of the pregnant woman (presented at the 
Council of Ministers on 20 December 2013) 

 
The Law returns to the situation-based system on which the Abortion Law of 
1985 was based, and which was replaced by one based on time periods in 
the Law on Sexual and Reproductive Health of 2010, which will be repealed 
when the new law enters into force. The text guarantees protection of the 
life of the unborn after conception as a legal right protected under Article 15 
of the Constitution. Among the main new points in the law, for the first time 
it decriminalises women who abort, guarantees that minors are 
accompanied by their parents in abortions and regulates conscientious 
objection with respect to abortion by healthcare staff. 
  
Development of the Plan for Democratic Regeneration 
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 Draft Constitutional Law on Control of Economic and Financial Activity 
by Political Parties. 

 
 Draft Bill for a Law regulating the exercise of senior officials in the 

General State Administration. 
 

Both texts, presented at the Council of Ministers on 13 December 2013, 
represent the core of the programme of measures for the Democratic 
Regeneration Plan. Together with these, measures have been proposed to 
strengthen the reaction to certain crimes, and mechanisms to make legal 
procedures quicker and easier. They may be included in the debate during 
the passage of the Criminal Code through the Lower House of Parliament. 
 
Other reforms being prepared 
 
 Law on Free Legal Aid (presented in its phase as a Draft Bill to the Council 

of Ministers on 11 January 2013) 
 
Among its objectives are extending the number of beneficiaries and 
increasing the thresholds for access to the groups that may use this service. 
The right to effective legal aid is guaranteed by ensuring that no one is 
prevented from going to law due to lack of funds. Victims of gender violence, 
terrorism and human trafficking, as well as minors and disabled victims of 
abuse, will have the right to free justice regardless of their income. 
 
 Law on Voluntary Jurisdiction (presented in its phase as a Draft Bill to the 

Council of Ministers on 31 October 2013) 
 
This regulates the situations in which a resolution on matters of Civil or 
Mercantile Law is requested when there is no conflict of interest between 
the parties, updating and simplifying the procedures in these cases. Among 
other aspects, it opens up the possibility that the notary may marry people, 
although this may also be done as it has until now in the Civil Registry or in 
the local council. 
 
 Law on the exercise of parental co-responsibility in case of 

annulment, separation and divorce (Draft Bill presented at the Council of 
Ministers on 19 July 2013) 
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This law eliminates the exceptional nature of shared custody and adapts 
legislation to changes in Spanish society. From now on, the judge will 
determine what form of guardianship and custody is most appropriate in 
each case, depending on the best interests of the minor. Family mediation 
has been included in the Civil Code. 
 
 Partial reform of the Law on Intellectual Property (presented in its phase as a 

Draft Bill presented to the Council of Ministers on 22 March 2013) 
 
The reform strengthens the transparency, control and effective surveillance 
by the public administrations of entities managing intellectual property 
rights. It improves the protection of intellectual property rights against 
infringements they may suffer in the digital environment and revises the 
legal concept of private copy. 
 
 Statute of Victims of Crime (currently in the Draft Bill phase for a 

Constitutional Law, presented at the Council of Ministers on 25 October 
2013) 
 

The text includes a list of judicial and extra-judicial rights to give a legal and 
social response through an individualised treatment of victims, meaning 
anyone who suffers physical, moral or economic harm as a result of a 
criminal offence. 
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VIII.- CONCLUSIONS: READY FOR PROGRESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"If we have learned anything from this crisis, it is that reforming zeal 
must be maintained permanently" (Soraya Sáenz de Santamaría, 29 

October 2013, Conference of the Family Business Institute) 

 
 

"They have been very intense years, things were not easy" "Spain 
will once more be what we want it to be" (Mariano Rajoy, 20 

November 2013, Lower House of Parliament) 
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 After two years of exhaustive reforms, the Government can now say, 
with prudence but also with satisfaction, that the recessive cycle of the 
Spanish economy has closed, giving way to a phase of growth. 

 
 The economic measures adopted by the Government and the efforts 

and sacrifice of all the people of Spain have meant that Spain has 
achieved in these two years the biggest public deficit reduction among 
our major economic peers. 

 
 In record time - just over a year - we have also managed to restructure 

the financial system. The Community authorities have formally closed 
the plan of assistance to the Spanish banking system, after we 
satisfactorily achieved the planned objectives.  

 
 Once we have achieved the necessary economic and financial stability, 

the Government's efforts are now focused on the creation of 
employment as a priority aim, and on boosting the conditions that can 
ensure credit and investment flow again.   

 
 In parallel with the actions on the economic front, we are laying the 

groundwork so that citizens recover confidence in the State institutions, 
through an ambitious plan for economic regeneration.  

 
 The Government is guaranteeing political stability and democratic 

harmony through compliance with the Constitution and the law. 
 
 Our country is now projecting an image of security and credibility on the 

international stage.  
 

 We are ready for progress. The Government is convinced that a new 
cycle has begun, and wants to transmit this to all the citizens. It is a path 
to recovery that leads to the maintenance and strengthening of our 
Welfare State.  
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A. LIST OF PLANS AND STRATEGIES APPROVED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT IN 2013 
 

 The Spanish Strategy on Science and Technology and Innovation and the 
State Plan for Scientific and Technical Research and Innovation 
(approved at the Council of Ministers on 1 February 2013) 

 
 Programme of Incentives for Efficient Vehicles (PIVE), with three 

extensions over the year, in February, July and October 
 
 Digital Agenda for Spain (approved by the Council of Ministers on 15 

February 2013) 
 
 Strategy of Entrepreneurship and Youth Employment 2013-2016 

(presented by the President of the Government on 12 March 2013) 
 
 Comprehensive Housing and Land Plan (approved by the Council of 

Ministers on 5 April 2013) 
 
 Strategic National Plan for Childhood and Adolescence 2013-2016 

(approved by the Council of Ministers, 5 April 2013) 
 
 Spanish Economic Policy Strategy: updating of the Stability Programme 

for the Kingdom of Spain 2013-2016 and the National Reform 
Programme 2013 (approved by the Council of Ministers on 26 April 2013) 

 
 National Security Strategy 2013 (approved by the Council of Ministers on 

31 May 2013), National Cyber-security Strategy and the National 
Maritime Security Strategy (approved by the National Security Council on 
5 December 2013) 

 
 Comprehensive Support Plan for Retail Trade 2013 (approved by the 

Council of Ministers on 7 June 2013) 
 

 Report of the Committee for the Reform of the Public Administrations 
(CORA) (presented by the President of the Government on 19 June 2013) 

 
 "PIMA Sol" Environmental Enhancement Plan to renew hotel 

infrastructures (approved by the Council of Ministers on 21 June 2013)   
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 "PIMA Aire" Environmental Enhancement Plan to acquire commercial 
vehicles (approved by the Council of Ministers on 8 February and 25 
October 2013) 

 
 Annual Foreign Action Plan for the Spain Brand 2013 (approved by the 

Council of Ministers on 28 June 2013) 
 
 Plan to streamline the AVANT high-speed medium-distance and metric 

gauge rail services (approved by the Council of Ministers on 5 July 2013) 
 
 Strategy to eradicate violence against women 2013-2016 (approved by 

the Council of Ministers on 26 July 2013) 
 

 Pact for the Sustainability and Quality of the National Health System 
(signed by the Government with the Forum of the Medical Profession, the 
General Nursing Council and the Nursing Trade Union on 30 July 2013)  

 
 Annual Employment Policy Plan for 2013 (approved by the Council of 

Ministers on 2 August 2013) 
 
 Plan for Democratic Regeneration (approved by the Council of Ministers 

on 20 September 2013) 
 

 National Action Plan for Social Inclusion of the Kingdom of Spain 2013-
2016 (approved by the Council of Ministers on 13 December 2013) 

 
 National Plan for Implementing the Youth Guarantee in Spain (agreed by 

the Council of Ministers on 20 December 2013) 
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B.  PUBLIC SPEECHES BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
GOVERNMENT 

 
Since he took office as President of the Government of Spain, Mariano Rajoy 
has given 274 public speeches at a wide variety of different events. 
 
 He has given 95 official speeches at various venues and at a variety of 

events. 
 
 He has addressed the Spanish Parliament on 65 occasions: the Investiture 

Debate in the Lower House of Parliament; the State of the Nation Debate 
(20 and 21 February 2013); the presentation in plenary session of the 
Stability Programme and the National Reform Plan (8 May); the address 
on claims of supposed financial irregularity within the Partido Popular (1 
August); 38 government control sessions in the Lower House of 
Parliament; 13 government control sessions in the Upper House of 
Parliament; and 10 plenary sessions of the Lower House of Parliament to 
present the conclusions from the 12 European Council meetings held over 
the course of these last two years (except the one held in December 
2013) 

 
 He has held 45 press conferences with foreign political leaders after the 

meetings held with those leaders or after multilateral summits 
 
 He has made 43 informal statements to the press 
 
 He has given 26 individual press conferences 
 
 He has given 13 interviews to the Spanish media (EFE TV, Onda Cero, ABC, 

TVE, COPE, La Razón, El Mundo, Cadena Ser (two brief interviews), ABC 
Punto Radio, RNE (two interviews) and El País) and 14 with the foreign 
media 
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PUBLIC APPEARANCES BY THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE GOVERNMENT 
 
 
 
 

 SPEECHES 

 ADDRESSES TO PARLIAMENT 

 JOINT PRESS CONFERENCES 

 INDIVIDUAL PRESS CONFERENCES 

 STATEMENTS TO THE PRESS 

 INTERVIEWS WITH THE MEDIA 
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 SPEECHES 
 
2012 
 
 14 February: to the Spanish national tennis squad following their victory 

in the Davis Cup 
 

 29 February: at the presentation of the Ibero-American Summit 
 

 6 March: at the closing ceremony of the Bankia Financial Meeting 
 

 12 March: at the presentation of the Supplier Payment Plan 
 

 19 March: during the Bicentenary celebrations of the Spanish 
Constitution of 1812 in Cadiz 
 

 16 April: at the closing ceremony of the Annual Assembly of the Family 
Business Institute 
 

 17 April: at the opening ceremony and session of the World Economic 
Forum on Latin America 
 

 18 April: an appearance after a meeting with the President of Mexico 
 

 18 April: at the event distinguishing him as an Official Guest of Mexico 
City [Huésped de la Ciudad de México] 
 

 19 April: at the Colombia-Spain Investment Forum, in Bogota 
 

 19 April: at the ceremony to present him with a Doctorate Honoris Causa 
from the University of Bogota  
 

 3 May: at the swearing in of the new Chairman of the Council of State 
 

 9 May: at the Portugal-Spain Business Meeting, in Porto 
 

 2 June: at the closing ceremony of the Círculo de Economía meeting, in 
Sitges (Barcelona) 
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 20 June: at the session of the Rio+20 United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development, in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) 
 

 21 June: at a meeting with Brazilian business leaders, in Sao Paulo (Brazil) 
 

 25 June: at the closing ceremony of the General Assembly of the Spanish 
Confederation of Business Organisations (Spanish acronym: CEOE) 
 

 6 July: at the official opening of the Madrid headquarters of the Inter-
American Development Bank 
 

 8 July: at the event to present the Archbishop of Santiago de Compostela 
with the Codex Calixtinus 
 

 12 July: at the ceremony to swear in the High Commissioner for the Spain 
Brand 
 

 23 July: at a reception for the Spanish Olympic team taking part in the 
London Olympic Games 
 

 24 August: at a reception for members of the Spanish team taking part in 
the London Paralympic Games 
 

 6 September: at the closing ceremony of the Spain-Germany Business 
Meeting, in Madrid 
 

 25 September: at the UN General Assembly, in New York 
 

 26 September: at the Americas Society, in New York 
 

 26 September: at the United Nations High-Level Meeting on the Sahel, in 
New York 
 

 5 October: at the 5+5 Dialogue Meeting, in Malta 
 

 9 October: at the ceremony to recognise the work by those involved in 
the annual efforts to combat wildfires, in Torrejón de Ardoz (Madrid) 
 

 25 October: after a meeting with the leaders of the Spanish State Tax 
Office, at Moncloa Palace 
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 29 October: at the inauguration of the Spain-Italy Dialogue Forum, in 

Madrid 
 

 16 November: at the opening ceremony of the 22nd Ibero-American 
Summit in Cadiz 
 

 17 November: at the opening ceremony of the first working session of the 
Plenary of the Ibero-American Summit in Cadiz 
 

 21 November: during his visit to the Renault factory in Villamuriel del 
Cerrato (Palencia) 
 

 27 November: at the “Investments and Opportunities in Turkey” 
Conference, in Madrid 
 

 6 December: at the events to celebrate Spanish Constitution Day in the 
Upper House of Parliament 
 

 11 December: at the event held to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
proclamation of the ‘Cathedral, Alcázar and Archivo de Indias in Seville’ as 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites, in Seville 
 

 11 December: at the reception for the Spanish Olympic Committee, at 
Moncloa Palace  
 

 
 
2013 
 
 4 January: at the official opening of the sixth building of the Provincial 

Museum of Pontevedra 
 

 4 January: at the ceremony to present the Grand Cross of Isabella the 
Catholic to Gerardo Fernández Albor, former President of the Regional 
Government of Galicia, in Santiago de Compostela 
 

 8 January: at the inauguration of the Barcelona-Girona-Figueres stretch of 
the Madrid-French Border high-speed railway line 
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 10 January: at the 5th Algeria-Spain High-Level Meeting 
 

 16 January: at the reception held for Members of the Board of Trustees of 
the Madrid 2020 Foundation to celebrate the presentation of Madrid’s 
bid dossier to host the 2020 Olympic Games 
 

 24 January: after receiving the Peruvian Great Cross of the Order of the 
Sun, in Lima 
 

 24 January: a statement after his meeting with the President of the 
Republic of Peru, Ollanta Humala 
 

 25 January: at his meeting with the Spanish community in Chile 
 

 25 January: at the lunch held in his honour by the President of the 
Republic of Chile (a toast) 
 

 25 January: at the opening ceremony of the 4th CLACS-EU Business 
Meeting, in Santiago 
 

 29 January: at the signing of the agreement on the donation of the Várez 
Fisa Collection of Spanish paintings and sculptures to the Prado Museum 
 

 8 February: at the reception for the Spanish world champion handball 
team 
 

 12 February: at the conference entitled “Beyond Austerity: returning to 
the path of growth” organised by The Economist (including subsequent 
dialogue and discussion session) 
 

 11 March: a short speech by the President of the Government on the 
occasion of the 9th anniversary of the 11-M attacks, in Madrid 
 

 12 March: at the presentation of the Entrepreneurship and Youth 
Employment Strategy, at Moncloa Palace  
 

 18 March: at the presentation of the Madrid 2020 bid to the Evaluation 
Commission of the International Olympic Committee 
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 4 April: at the closing ceremony of the High-Level Meeting on Food 
Security, at Casa de América in Madrid 

 
 29 April: at the Annual Assembly of the Family Business Institute, at 

Madrid Casino  
 

 14 May: at the ceremony to award the Great Cross of the Order of Civil 
Merit to the Vice-President of the European Commission and EU 
Commissioner for Industry and Entrepreneurship, Antonio Tajani 

 
 20 May: to recipients of grants from the Carolina Foundation, who were 

invited to a reception held at Moncloa Palace  
 

 21 May: at the headquarters of the National Library on the occasion of 
the 3rd Centenary of this institution 

 
  23 May: a speech at the 1st Business Meeting in Cali (Colombia), forming 

part of the 7th Pacific Alliance Summit 
 

 28 May: a speech in Paris at the closing ceremony of the “Europe: next 
steps” Forum, organised by the Berggruen Institute of Governance 

 
 1 June: a speech and subsequent dialogue and discussion session at the 

closing ceremony of the 29th Meeting of the Círculo de Economía, in Sitges 
(Barcelona) 

 
 7 June: words at the presentation of the ADO Río 2016 Programme, at 

Moncloa Palace  
 

 11 June: a speech at the presentation of the Draft Law to Support 
Entrepreneurs and their Internationalisation, at Moncloa Palace  

 
 17 June: a speech at the inauguration of the High-Speed Railway Link to 

Alicante 
 

 18 June: a speech at the General Assembly of the Spanish Confederation 
of Business Organisations (Spanish acronym: CEOE), in Madrid 

 
 19 June: a speech to present the Report by the Commission for the 

Reform of the Public Administration Services, at Moncloa Palace  
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 20 June: an opening speech at the 15th Conference of the Young Farmers’ 

Association, in Madrid 
 

 20 June: congratulations for the Spanish Under-21 Football Team on their 
victory in the European Championships 

 
 24 June: in the introduction for the President of the Partido Popular in the 

Basque Country, Arancha Quiroga, at the breakfast-dialogue and 
discussion session of the New Economy Forum at the Hotel Ritz. 

 
 3 July: at the Conference on Promoting Youth Employment in Europe, in 

Berlin 
 

 4 July: at the seminar organised by the International Olympic Committee 
in Lausanne with cities bidding to host the 2020 Olympic Games 

 
 10 July: in Figueruelas (Zaragoza) during a visit to the General Motors 

factory 
 

 19 July: at the opening ceremony of the meeting of the Reflection Group 
on the future of the European Union, in Palma de Mallorca 

 
 30 July: at the event held to sign the Pact for the Sustainability and 

Quality of the National Health System, at Moncloa Palace  
 

 6 September: a brief public address at the meeting with the President of 
Russia, Vladimir Putin, after the G-20 Summit in Saint Petersburg 

 
 25 September: an address to the United Nations General Assembly, in 

New York 
 

 25 September: at the presentation of the results from the UNDP-Spain 
Millennium Development Goals Achievement Fund 

 
 26 September: speech and subsequent dialogue and discussion session at 

the Council on Foreign Relations 
 

 30 September: at the opening ceremony of the International Conference 
on the Green Economy, held in Astana (Kazakhstan) 
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 2 October: a speech at the opening ceremony of the exhibition entitled 
“Inside and Outside, the Two Faces of Spanish Informalism” at the 
National Museum of Western Art in Tokyo, forming part of the official 
agenda for his visit to Japan 

 
 3 October: a speech at the 16th Spain-Japan Forum in Tokyo, forming part 

of the official agenda for his visit to Japan 
 

 3 October: at the opening ceremony of the exhibition entitled “Winter 
Flowers” at the Museum of Fine Arts in Fukushima (Japan), forming part 
of the official agenda for his visit to Japan 

 
 18 October: at the opening ceremony of the 23rd Ibero-American Summit 

of Heads of State and Government, in Panama 
 

 18 October: at the opening ceremony of the 2nd Communication Forum, 
forming part of the 23rd Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and 
Government in Panama 

 
 18 October: a speech at the Business Meeting, on the occasion of the 23rd 

Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and Government in Panama 
 

 19 October: a speech at the first session of the 23rd Ibero-American 
Summit of Heads of State and Government in Panama 

 
 23 October: at the inauguration of the Economic Forum of the Western 

Mediterranean (5+5 Dialogue), in Barcelona 
 

 7 November: a speech at the Forum for Entrepreneurs and the Self-
Employed organised by the National Federation of the Self-Employed, 
held at Cibeles Palace, in Madrid 

 
 13 November: words at the presentation of the book entitled Obras 

Escogidas by sociologist Juan José Linz at the Centre for Political and 
Constitutional Studies, in Madrid 
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 21 November: words at the reception for the Spanish 2013 motorbike 
world champions 

 
 26 November: introduction of the President of the Regional Government 

of Valencia, Alberto Fabra, at the breakfast and subsequent dialogue and 
discussion session of the Europa Press Forum at the Hotel Villa Magna in 
Madrid 

 
 5 December: institutional message from the President of the Government 

on Spanish Constitution Day 
 

 9 December: a speech at the event to award the Great Cross of the Order 
of Civil Merit to the Foreign Affairs Minister of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Guido Westerwelle, at Moncloa Palace  

 
 11 December: a speech at the reception held at Moncloa Palace for the 

presidents of those regional governments involved in the Hydrological 
Planning Agreement for the Tagus, Segura and Júcar river basins 

 
 12 December: a speech by the President of the Government at a 

reception for permanent representatives to the United Nations 
 

 13 December: a laudatio at the presentation to the President of the 
European Council, Herman van Rompuy, of a Doctorate Honoris Causa 
from CEU-Montepríncipe University, in Madrid 

 
 24 December: a video-conference with the Spanish troops on 

humanitarian and peacekeeping missions overseas 
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 ADDRESSES TO PARLIAMENT 
 
2012 
 
 19 December 2011: a debate in the Lower House of Parliament on his 

investiture as President of the Government of Spain 
 

 8 February 2012: a speech at the plenary session of the Lower House of 
Parliament to present the conclusions from the European Council 
meeting on 30 January 
 

 8 February: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
 

 15 February: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
 

 22 February: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
 

 6 March: participation in the government control session in the Upper 
House of Parliament  
 

 7 March: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
 

 14 March: a speech at the plenary session of the Lower House of 
Parliament to present the conclusions from the European Council 
meeting on 1 and 2 March 
 

 14 March: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
 

 10 April: participation in the government control session in the Upper 
House of Parliament  
 

 11 April: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
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 8 May: participation in the government control session in the Upper 
House of Parliament  
 

 16 May: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
 

 30 May: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
 

 5 June: participation in the government control session in the Upper 
House of Parliament  
 

 13 June: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
 

 27 June: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
 

 11 July: a speech at the plenary session of the Lower House of Parliament 
to report on the Conclusions from the European Council meeting on 28 
and 29 June, and on the government’s economic policy 
 

 18 July: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
 

 12 September: participation in the government control session in the 
Lower House of Parliament 
 

 19 September: participation in the government control session in the 
Lower House of Parliament 

 
 23 October: participation in the government control session in the Upper 

House of Parliament 
 

 31 October: a speech at the plenary session of the Lower House of 
Parliament to report on the Conclusions from the European Council 
meeting on 18 and 19 October 
 

 31 October: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
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 28 November: participation in the government control session in the 

Lower House of Parliament 
 

 12 December: participation in the government control session in the 
Lower House of Parliament 
 

 18 December: participation in the government control session in the 
Upper House of Parliament 
 

 19 December: a speech at the plenary session of the Lower House of 
Parliament to report on the Conclusions from the European Council 
meeting on 13 and 14 December 

 
 19 December: participation in the government control session in the 

Lower House of Parliament 
 
 
2013 
 
 30 January: participation in the government control session in the Lower 

House of Parliament 
 

 13 February: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
 

 20 and 21 February: speech and contributions from the President of the 
Government to the general policy debate in the Lower House of 
Parliament on the state of the nation  
 

 27 February: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
 

 5 March: participation in the government control session in the Upper 
House of Parliament 
 

 13 March: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
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 20 March: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
 

 9 April: participation in the government control session in the Upper 
House of Parliament 
 

 10 April: a speech at the plenary session of the Lower House of 
Parliament to report on the Conclusions from the European Council 
meeting on 14 and 15 March 
 

 10 April: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 

 
 17 April: participation in the government control session in the Lower 

House of Parliament 
 

 24 April: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 

 
 7 May: participation in the government control session in the Upper 

House of Parliament 
 

 8 May: a speech at the plenary session of the Lower House of Parliament 
to report on the Stability Programme and the National Reform Plan 

 
 8 May: participation in the government control session in the Lower 

House of Parliament 
 

 29 May: participation in the government control session in the Lower 
House of Parliament 

 
 4 June: participation in the government control session in the Upper 

House of Parliament 
 

 12 June: participation in the government control session at the plenary 
session of the Lower House of Parliament 

 
 19 June: participation in the government control session at the plenary 

session of the Lower House of Parliament 
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 26 June: participation in the government control session at the plenary 
session of the Lower House of Parliament 

 
 2 July: a speech at the plenary session of the Lower House of Parliament 

to report on the Conclusions from the European Council meeting in 
Brussels on 27 and 28 June 

 
 1 August: a speech at the plenary session of the Lower House of 

Parliament (held in the Upper House of Parliament) at his own request 
and at the request of other parliamentary groups regarding the so-called 
“Bárcenas Affair” 

 
 11 September: participation in the government control session at the 

plenary session of the Lower House of Parliament 
 

 18 September: participation in the government control session at the 
plenary session of the Lower House of Parliament 

 
 24 September: participation in the government control session in the 

Upper House of Parliament 
 

 8 October: participation in the government control session in the Upper 
House of Parliament 

 
 9 October: participation in the government control session at the plenary 

session of the Lower House of Parliament 
 

 16 October: participation in the government control session at the 
plenary session of the Lower House of Parliament 

 
 22 October: attendance at the plenary session of the Lower House of 

Parliament to the debate on the Draft General State Budget Law for 2014 
 

 30 October: a speech at the plenary session of the Lower House of 
Parliament to report on the Conclusions from the European Council 
meeting on 24 and 25 October in Brussels 

 
 30 October: participation in the government control session in the Lower 

House of Parliament 
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 5 November: participation in the government control session at the 

plenary session of the Upper House of Parliament 

 
 20 November: participation in the government control session in the 

Lower House of Parliament 

 
 27 November: participation in the government control session in the 

Lower House of Parliament 

 
 18 December: participation in the government control session in the 

Lower House of Parliament 
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 JOINT PRESS CONFERENCES 
 
2012 
 
 16 January: with the President of the Republic of France, Nicolas Sarkozy, 

at Moncloa Palace 
 

 17 January: with the President of the European Council, Herman Van 
Rompuy, at Moncloa Palace 

 
 24 January: with the Prime Minister of Portugal, Pedro Passos Coelho, in 

Lisbon 
 

 25 January: with the President of Peru, Ollanta Humala, at Moncloa 
Palace 

 
 26 January: with the German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, in Berlin 

 
 30 January, with the President of the European Commission, José Manuel 

Durao Barroso, in Brussels 
 

 21 February: with the British Prime Minister, David Cameron, in London 
 

 23 February: with the Italian Prime Minister, Mario Monti, in Rome  
 

 5 March: with the Secretary-General of the OECD, Ángel Gurría, at 
Moncloa Palace 

 
 17 March: with the President of Ecuador, Rafael Correa, at Moncloa 

Palace 
 

 12 April: with the Prime Minister of Poland, Donald Tusk, in Warsaw after 
the High-Level Meeting between the two countries 

 
 19 April: with the President of Colombia, Juan Manuel Santos, in Bogota  

 
 26 April: with the Secretary General of NATO, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, at 

Moncloa Palace 
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 9 May: with the Prime Minister of Portugal, Pedro Passos Coelho, after 
the Portugal-Spain Summit in Porto 
 

 23 May: with the President of the Republic of France, Françoise Hollande, 
in Paris 

 
 7 June: with the Prime Minister of the Netherlands, Mark Rutte, at 

Moncloa Palace  
 

 22 June: with the Italian Prime Minister, Mario Monti, the German 
Chancellor, Angela Merkel, and the President of France, François 
Hollande, after the meeting held in Rome  

 
 2 August: with the Prime Minister of the Italian Republic, Mario Monti, at 

Moncloa Palace  
 

 28 August: with the President of the European Council, Herman Van 
Rompuy, at Moncloa Palace 

 
 30 August: with the President of the Republic of France, François 

Hollande, at Moncloa Palace 
 

 6 September: with the Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Angela Merkel, at Moncloa Palace  

 
 11 September: with the Prime Minister of Finland, Jyrki Katainen, at 

Moncloa Palace 
 

 10 October: with the President of the Republic of France, François 
Hollande, in Paris 

 
 29 October: with the Prime Minister of Italy, Mario Monti, at Moncloa 

Palace  
 

 17 November: with the President of Panama, Ricardo Martinelli, and the 
Secretary-General for Ibero-America, Enrique Iglesias, after the 22nd 
Ibero-American Summit in Cadiz  

 
 19 November: with the President of the Federative Republic of Brazil, 

Dilma Rousseff, at Moncloa Palace 
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 27 November: with the Prime Minister of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 

after the 4th Spain-Turkey High-Level Meeting, at Moncloa Palace 
 

 
2013 
 
 25 January: with the President of the Republic of Chile, Sebastián Piñera, 

in Santiago 
 

 4 February: with the Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Angela Merkel, in Berlin 

 
 26 March: with the President of the Republic of France, François 

Hollande, in Paris 
 

 4 April: with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-moon, at 
Moncloa Palace  

 
 23 April: with the Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic, Robert Fico  

 
 28 April: with the Prime Minister of Ireland and acting President of the 

European Union, Enda Kenny, (at Carlos V Palace in the Alhambra, 
Granada) 

 
 6 May: with the Prime Minister of the Italian Republic, Enrico Letta 

 
 13 May: with the Prime Minister of the Portuguese Republic, Pedro 

Passos Coelho, within the framework of the 26th Spain-Portugal Summit 
 

 28 May: with the President of the Republic of France, François Hollande, 
after the meeting in Paris 

 
 29 May: with the Chancellor of the Republic of Austria, Werner Faymann, 

after the meeting at Moncloa Palace 
 

 5 June: with the President of the European Commission, José Manuel 
Durao Barroso, after attending the plenary session of the College of 
Commissioners in Brussels with the Government of Spain 

 



Two years of government 91 

 15 July: with the Prime Minister of Poland, Donald Tusk, after the Spain-
Poland Summit at Moncloa Palace 

 
 22 July: with the Prime Minister of Romania, Victor Ponta, after the 

meeting at Moncloa Palace  
 

 30 September: with the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 
Nursultan Nazarbayev, after the meeting between the two leaders within 
the framework of the official visit by the President of the Government to 
the country 

 
 3 October: with the Prime Minister of Japan, Shinzo Abe, during the 

course of his official visit to the country  
 

 19 October: a joint press conference with the President of Panama, 
Ricardo Martinelli, the Secretary-General for Ibero-America, Enrique 
Iglesias, and the Foreign Relations Secretary of the United Mexican 
States, José Antonio Meade, after the Ibero-American Summit in Panama 

 
 27 November: a joint press conference with the President of the Republic 

of France, François Hollande, after the 23rd Spain-France Summit at 
Moncloa Palace 

 
 12 December: a joint press conference with the President of the 

European Council, Herman van Rompuy, after the meeting held at 
Moncloa Palace  
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 INDIVIDUAL PRESS CONFERENCES 
 
2012 
 

 30 January: after the European Council in Brussels 
 

 2 March: after the European Council in Brussels 
 

 27 March: after the Nuclear Security Summit in Seoul  
 

 21 May: after the NATO Summit in Chicago 
 

 10 June: on the request for European financing to recapitalise the Spanish 
banking entities affected by the crisis, at Moncloa Palace  
 

 20 June: after the G-20 Summit in Los Cabos (Mexico) 
 

 29 June: after the European Council meeting in Brussels 
 

 3 August: after the Council of Ministers meeting, to take stock of the six-
month period 
 

 14 August: after his audience with HM the King of Spain at Marivent 
Palace 
 

 19 October: after the European Council meeting in Brussels  
 

 23 November: after the European Council meeting in Brussels  
 

 14 December: after the European Council meeting in Brussels 
 

 28 December: after the Council of Ministers meeting, to take stock of one 
year in government  

 
 
 
 
2013 
 
 14 March: after the first session of the European Council meeting in 

Brussels 
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 8 April: after the meeting with the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, 
David Cameron, at Moncloa Palace  

 
 16 May: after a meeting with the social stakeholders, at Moncloa Palace  

 
 23 May: as part of the European Council (on tax evasion and fraud 

control), in Brussels 
 

 20 June: after the meeting with the General Secretary of the Partido 
Socialista Obrero Español (PSOE), Alfredo Pérez Rubalcaba, at Moncloa 
Palace 

 
 28 June: after the summer European Council (on youth employment and 

banking union), in Brussels 
 

 3 July: before the Youth Employment Summit, in Berlin 
 

 4 July: at the end of the seminar by the International Olympic Committee 
with cities bidding to host the 2020 Olympic Games, in Lausanne 

 

 9 August: after his audience with HM the King of Spain at Marivent Palace 
(Palma de Mallorca) 

 
 6 September: after the G-20 Summit in Saint Petersburg (Russia) 

 

 25 October: after the European Council meeting in Brussels 
 

 12 November: after attending the 2nd Conference on the Promotion of 
Youth Employment in Europe, in Paris 

 
 29 November: after attending the European Union-Eastern Partnership 

Summit, in Vilnius (Lithuania) 
 

 20 December: after the European Council meeting, in Brussels 
 

 27 December: at Moncloa Palace, to take stock of two years in 
government 
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 STATEMENTS TO THE PRESS 
 
2012 
 
 29 February: after the presentation of the Ibero-American Summit 

 
 1 March: upon his arrival at the European Council in Brussels 

 
 26 March: upon his arrival in Seoul to attend the Nuclear Security Summit 

 
 11 April: in the corridors of the Lower House of Parliament, after the 

government control session 
 

 24 April: in the corridors of the Lower House of Parliament 
 

 25 April: in the corridors of the Lower House of Parliament, after the 
government control session 
 

 3 May: in the corridors of the Council of State, after attending the 
ceremony to swear in the new Chairman of the Council of State  
 

 16 May: in the corridors of the Lower House of Parliament, after the 
government control session 
 

 17 May: on Internet Day 
 

 19 May: upon his arrival in Chicago to attend the NATO Summit 
 

 20 May: after the meeting with Angela Merkel in Chicago, ahead of the 
NATO Summit 
 

 24 May: after the informal meeting of the European Council, in Brussels 
 

 1 June: during his visit to the headquarters of the Spanish Football 
Federation, in Las Rozas (Madrid), to bid farewell to the Spanish squad 
taking part in the European Championships  
 

 13 June: in the corridors of the Lower House of Parliament, after the 
government control session 
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 18 June: upon arriving in Los Cabos (Mexico) to attend the G-20 Summit 
 

 28 June: statements ahead of the European Council meeting in Brussels 
 

 1 July: statements to Tele 5 after the victory by the Spanish team in the 
European Football Championships 
 

 4 July: a message on the website of the Hispano-American Summit 
 

 18 July: in the corridors of the Lower House of Parliament 
 

 24 September: upon his arrival in New York to attend the UN General 
Assembly 
 

 22 November: before the start of the European Council in Brussels 
 

 13 December: before the start of the European Council in Brussels 
 

 14 December: after the first session of the European Council meeting in 
Brussels 
 
 

2013 
 
 21 February: in the corridors of the Lower House of Parliament, after the 

State of the Nation Debate 
 

 4 March: after his visit to HM the King of Spain as he recovered from 
surgery 
 

 14 March: upon his arrival for the meeting of the European People’s Party 
in Brussels 
 

 15 March: statements after the European Council meeting in Brussels 
 

 20 March: in the corridors of the Lower House of Parliament (on Cyprus 
and the ‘Parot Doctrine’ at the European Court in Strasbourg) 
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 8 April: after his meeting with the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, 
David Cameron, at Moncloa Palace (brief formal statement to the press 
after receiving news of the death of Margaret Thatcher) 

 
 15 April: after his audience with His Holiness Pope Francis, at the Holy See 

 
 24 April: in the corridors of the Lower House of Parliament, after speaking 

at the government control session (“there will be no tax increases on 
Friday” on the new measures to be approved by the Government of 
Spain) 

 
 18 May: a brief conversation with the press within the framework of the 

19th Inter-parliamentary Meeting of the Partido Popular, held in 
Salamanca 

 
 23 May: upon his arrival in Cali (Colombia) to attend the Pacific Alliance 

Summit 
 

 4 June: in the corridors of the Upper House of Parliament, where he 
chaired a meeting of the Popular Parliamentary Group. He spoke about 
the recorded unemployment data for May, which he believes show that 
the economic policy is the “right one” 

 
 25 July: statements in Santiago de Compostela during his visit following 

the railway accident 
 
 24 September: upon arriving in New York to attend the United Nations 

General Assembly 
 

 27 September: after his visit to HM the King of Spain at the Quirón Clinic, 
where the monarch underwent an operation 

 
 18 October: a brief statement upon his arrival in Panama to attend the 

23rd Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and Government  
 

 24 October: statements upon his arrival in Brussels to attend the 

European Council 
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 20 November: statements in the Lower House of Parliament, after leaving 

the government control session where he took stock of two years of 

government since the election victory by the Partido Popular in 2011 

 
 6 December: statements by the President of the Government upon his 

arrival at the events to celebrate Spanish Constitution Day, in the Lower 

House of Parliament 

 
 6 December: an informal conversation (no cameras or microphones) with 

journalists at the Lower House of Parliament, after attending the events 

to celebrate Spanish Constitution Day 

 
 10 December: statements upon his arrival in Johannesburg to attend the 

funeral for Nelson Mandela 
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 INTERVIEWS GIVEN TO THE MEDIA 

 
Since he took office, President of the Government Rajoy has given the 
following interviews to the Spanish media: 

 

 10 January 2012: an interview for the EFE Agency with its director at the 
time, Alex Grijelmo 
 

 7 May 2012: an interview with the journalist Carlos Herrera for the 
Herrera en la Onda programme on Onda Cero Radio 

 
 2 September 2012: the ABC daily newspaper published the first interview 

given by the President of the Government to the printed press. The 
interview was given to and published by another three major European 
newspapers: the Italian Corriere della Sera; the French Journal de 
Dimanche; and the German Sunday paper Bild am Sonntag. 

 
 10 September 2012: an interview for TVE with five journalists from 

various media: Anabel Díez, from El País; Victoria Prego, from El Mundo; 
Ignacio Camacho, from ABC; Carmen del Riego, from La Vanguardia; and 
Pilar Gómez, from La Razón 

 
 6 November 2012: an interview for the Así son las Mañanas programme 

on Cadena COPE with the journalist Ernesto Sáenz de Buruaga 
 

 2 December 2012: the daily newspaper La Razón published an interview 
given by the President of the Government to this newspaper 

 
 14 December 2012: an interview from Brussels for the Hoy por Hoy 

programme on Cadena Ser about the European Council and the progress 
made in the European Union 

 
 24 December 2012: an interview was published in the daily newspaper El 

Mundo on his consideration as “2012 Personality of the Year” by this 
newspaper 

 
 16 January 2013: an interview was published with the daily newspaper 

Financial Times 
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 25 January 2013: an interview with the President of the Government on 
the ABC Punto Radio programme Protagonistas 

 
 25 January 2013: an interview with the President of the Government on 

public television in Chile 
 

 13 May 2013: statements to Lusa, the national news agency of Portugal 
 

 In September 2013, the President of the Government gave interviews to 
various US media on the occasion of his visit to New York to attend the 
United Nations General Assembly:  

 
- An interview with The Wall Street Journal was published on 24 

September 

 

- An interview with the President of the Government for the Bloomberg 

News TV channel was aired on 25 September 

 
 13 October 2013: an interview with the Austrian newspaper Kurier 
 
 21 November 2013: an interview for the Las Mañanas de Radio Nacional 

de España programme with Alfredo Menéndez 
 

 9 December 2013: an interview for El País and another five newspapers 
comprising the Europa publishing project: Le Monde, The Guardian, 
Süddeustche Zeitung, La Stampa and Gazeta Wyborcza 

 
 10 December: statements to the Las Mañanas de RNE and Hoy por Hoy 

programmes on Cadena SER during his visit to South Africa to attend the 
funeral for Nelson Mandela 
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C.  OFFICIAL ACTIVITIES BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

GOVERNMENT 
 

 

 

- MEETINGS WITH SPANISH AND FOREIGN 

POLITICAL LEADERS 

 

- OFFICIAL VISITS OVERSEAS 

 

- OTHER OFFICIAL ACTIVITIES BY THE PRESIDENT 

OF THE GOVERNMENT 
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Meetings with political leaders 

 
Mariano Rajoy has held the following meetings at Moncloa Palace. 
 

 With Spanish leaders: 
 

2012 
 
 On 27 January 2012, he received the President of the Regional Government 

of Murcia, Ramón Valcárcel, and the President of the Regional Government 
of the Basque Country, Patxi López 
 

 On 31 January, he received the President of the PNV [Basque Nationalist 
Party], Íñigo Urkullu 

 
 On 1 February, he received the President of the Regional Government of 

Catalonia, Artur Mas 
 

 On 14 February, he received the President of the Partido Popular in the 
Basque Country, Antonio Basagoiti 

 
 On 15 February, he received the General Secretary of the Partido Socialista 

Obrero Español (PSOE) [Spanish Socialist Workers' Party], Alfredo Pérez 
Rubalcaba 

 
 On 28 February, he received the President of the Regional Government of 

Valencia, Alberto Fabra 
 

 On 28 February, he received the President of the Regional Government of 
Extremadura, José Antonio Monago 

 
 On 29 February, he received the President of the Regional Government of 

Navarre, Yolanda Barcina 
 

 On 5 March, he received the President of the Regional Government of 
Aragon, Luisa Fernanda Rudi 

 
 On 8 March, he met with the President of the Regional Government of the 

Balearic Islands, José Ramón Bauzá, in Palma de Mallorca 
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 On 15 March, he received the President of the Regional Government of 
Galicia, Alberto Núñez Feijóo, and the President of the Regional Government 
of Cantabria, Ignacio Diego  
 

 On 10 April, he received the President of the Regional Government of 
Madrid, Esperanza Aguirre 
 

 On 13 April, he met with the Mayor of Madrid, Ana Botella, at Moncloa 
Palace 

 
 On 16 April, he received the President of the Regional Government of 

Castile-La Mancha, María Dolores de Cospedal 
 

 On 23 April, he received the President of the Regional Government of Castile 
and Leon, Juan Vicente Herrera 

 
 On 22 May, he received the President of the Regional Government of the 

Canary Islands, Paulino Rivero, at Moncloa Palace 
 

 On 25 May, he received the Speaker of the Aragonese Parliament and 
President of the Partido Aragonés Regionalista [Regionalist Party of Aragon], 
José Ángel Biel 

 
 On 25 May, he met with the parliamentary spokesperson for Convergència i 

Unió (CiU) [Catalan Nationalist Party], José Antonio Duran i Lleida 
 

 On 25 May, he met with the General Secretary of the Partido Socialista 
Obrero Español (PSOE) [Spanish Socialist Workers' Party], Alfredo Pérez 
Rubalcaba 

 
 On 28 May, he received the President of the Regional Government of La 

Rioja 
 

 On 26 June, he received the President of the Partido Nacionalista Vasco 
(PNV) [Basque Nationalist Party], Íñigo Urkullu 
 

 On 30 July, he received the President of the Regional Government of 
Andalusia, José Antonio Griñán 
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 On 20 September, he received the President of the Regional Government of 

Catalonia, Artur Mas 
 

 On 4 October, he received the President of the Regional Government of the 
Principality of Asturias, Javier Fernández 
 

 On 15 October, he received the President of the Regional Government of 
Madrid, Ignacio González 
 

 On 7 November, he received the President of the Autonomous City of 
Melilla, Juan José Imbroda Ortiz 
  

 On 7 November, he received the General Coordinator of Izquierda Unida (IU) 
[United Left], Cayo Lara 

 
 On 8 November, he received the President of the Autonomous City of Ceuta, 

Juan Jesús Vivas Lara 
 

 On 4 December, he received the President of the Spanish Federation of 
Municipalities and Provinces and Mayor of Santander, Íñigo de la Serna 

 
2013 
 

 On 30 January, he received the President of the Regional Government of the 
Basque Country, Íñigo Urkullu 
 

 On 11 March, he received the President of the Regional Government of 
Galicia, Alberto Núñez Feijóo 

 
 In late March (Ash Wednesday), it was disclosed that a ‘discrete’ meeting 

had been held a few days earlier with the President of the Regional 
Government of Catalonia, Artur Mas, at Moncloa Palace 

 
 On 14 April, it was also disclosed that another discrete meeting had been 

held a few days earlier (on 10 April) with the President of the Regional 
Government of the Basque Country, Íñigo Urkullu, at Moncloa Palace 

 
 On 16 May, he met at Moncloa Palace with the General Secretaries of the 

Workers' Commissions (CCOO) and General Union of Workers (UGT) trade 
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unions and with the Presidents of the Spanish Confederation of Business 
Organisations (CEOE) and the Spanish Confederation of Small- and Medium-
Sized Enterprises (CEPYME) 

 
 On 20 June, he met with the General Secretary of the Partido Socialista 

Obrero Español (PSOE) [Spanish Socialist Workers' Party], Alfredo Pérez 
Rubalcaba, at Moncloa Palace  

 
 On 15 July, he met with the President of the Regional Government of the 

Basque Country, Íñigo Urkullu (a “secret” meeting that was subsequently 
disclosed)  

 
 On 23 July, he received the President of the Regional Government of 

Extremadura, José Antonio Monago, at Moncloa Palace  
 

 On 28 August, he received the President of the Regional Government of 
Murcia, Ramón Luis Valcárcel, at Moncloa Palace  

 
 In early September, it was disclosed that a ‘discrete’ meeting had taken place 

between the President of the Government and the President of the Regional 
Government of Catalonia on 29 August 

 
 On 4 September, he received the President of the Partido Popular in the 

Basque Country, Arantza Quiroga 
 

 On 10 October, he received the President of the Regional Government of 
Andalusia at Moncloa Palace  

 
 On 26 October, it was disclosed that a meeting had taken place between the 

President of the Government and the General Secretary of the Partido 
Socialista Obrero Español (PSOE) [Spanish Socialist Workers' Party] on 
Wednesday 23 October to discuss Catalonia 
 

 With international leaders: 
 

2012 
 
 On 16 January 2012, he received the President of the Republic of France, 

Nicolas Sarkozy 
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 On 17 January, he received the President of the European Council, Herman 
Van Rompuy, and the Vice-President of the European Commission and EU 
Commissioner for Industry and Entrepreneurship, Antonio Tajani 

 
 On 25 January, he received the President of Peru, Ollanta Humala 

 
 On 3 February, he received the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of 

Morocco, Saad-Eddine El Othmani 
 

 On 9 February, he received the EU Commissioner for Internal Market and 
Services, Michel Barnier 

 
 On 5 March, he received the Secretary-General of the OECD, Ángel Gurría  

 
 On 13 March, he received the EU Regional Policy Commissioner, Johannes 

Hahn  
 

 On 17 March, he received the President of the Republic of Ecuador, Rafael 
Correa 
 

 On 26 April, he met with the Secretary General of NATO, Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen 

 
 On 27 April, he received the President of the European Parliament, Martin 

Schulz 
 

 On 3 May, he met in Barcelona with the President of the European Central 
Bank, Mario Draghi 

 
 On 16 May, he received the General Secretary of the Organisation of 

American States at Moncloa Palace 
 

 On 18 May, he received the Head of the Government of Morocco, Abdelilah 
Benkirane, at Moncloa Palace 

 
 On 24 May, he received the Chairman of the National People's Congress of 

the People's Republic of China at Moncloa Palace 
 

 On 4 June, he received the Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Singapore, Tharman Shanmugaratnam, at Moncloa Palace 
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 On 6 June, he received the Transport Minister of the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia, Jubarah bin Eid Al-Suraiseri, at Moncloa Palace 
 

 On 7 June, he met at Moncloa Palace with the Defence Minister of Saudi 
Arabia, Prince Salman Bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud 

 
 On 7 June, he received the Prime Minister of the Netherlands, Mark Rutte, at 

Moncloa Palace 
 

 On 11 June, he received the Speaker of the Lower House of the Italian 
Parliament, Gianfranco Fini, at Moncloa Palace 

 
 On 15 June, he received the Vice-President of the European Commission and 

EU Commissioner for Competition, Joaquín Almunia 
 

 On 3 July, he received the President of the Dominican Republic, Leonel 
Fernández 
 

 On 2 August 2012, he received the Prime Minister of the Italian Republic, 
Mario Monti 
 

 On 28 August 2012, he received the President of the European Council, 
Herman Van Rompuy 

 
 On 30 August 2012, he received the President of the Republic of France, 

François Hollande 
 

 On 6 September 2012, he received the Chancellor of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Angela Merkel  

 
 On 11 September 2012, he received the Prime Minister of Finland, Jyrki 

Katainen 
 

 On 12 September 2012, he received the Head of Government of the 
Principality of Andorra, Antoni Martí Petit 

 
 On 14 September 2012, he received the Foreign Affairs Minister of Algeria, 

Mourad Medelci 
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 On 20 September 2012, he received the President of the European 
Investment Bank, Werner Hoyer 

 
 On 15 October 2012, he received the President-elect of Mexico, Enrique 

Peña Nieto 
 

 On 1 October 2012, he received the Vice-President of the European 
Commission and EU Commissioner for Economic and Monetary Affairs and 
the Euro, Olli Rehn 

 
 On 2 October 2012, he received the President of the Republic of Italy, 

Giorgio Napolitano 
 

 On 29 October 2012, he chaired the Spain-Italy Summit together with the 
Prime Minister of the Italian Republic, Mario Monti. He then officially 
opened the Spain-Italy Dialogue Forum together with the Prime Minister of 
Italy at Casa América 

 
 On 17 and 18 November, he attended the 22nd Ibero-American Summit in 

Cadiz 
 

 On 19 November, he received the President of the Federative Republic of 
Brazil, Dilma Rousseff 
 

 On 27 November, he chaired the 4th Spain-Turkey High-Level Meeting and 
attended the “Investments and Opportunities in Turkey” Conference 
together with the Prime Minister of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

 
 On 29 November, he received the Secretary-General of the Organisation for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Ángel Gurría 
 

 On 8 December, he received the President of the Plurinational State of 
Bolivia, Evo Morales  

 
 On 18 December, he received the President of the Palestinian National 

Authority, Mahmoud Abbas 
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2013 
 
 On 15 January, he received the US Secretary of Defence, Leon Panetta, at 

Moncloa Palace  
 

 On 5 February, he received the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 
Nursultan Nazarbayev 

 
 On 12 February, he received the President of the European Central Bank, 

Mario Draghi 
 

 On 13 February, he received the President of the Republic of Guatemala, 
Otto Pérez de Molina, and attended a lunch hosted by Their Majesties the 
King and Queen of Spain at the Royal Palace for the President of Guatemala 

 
 On 2 April, he received the President of the Republic of Paraguay, Luis 

Federico Franco 
 

 On 3 April, he received the Secretary General of the Organization of 
American States, José Miguel Insulza 

 
 On 4 April, he received the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-

moon 
 

 On 5 April, he received the President of the World Bank, Jin Yong Kim 
 

 On 8 April, he received the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, David 
Cameron 

 
 On 16 April, he received the Prime Minister of Hungary, Viktor Orban 

 
 On 23 April, he received the Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic, Robert 

Fico  
 

 On 28 April, he received the Prime Minister of Ireland and acting President of 
the European Union, Enda Kenny, at the Carlos V Palace in the Alhambra, 
Granada 

 
 On 6 May, he received the Prime Minister of the Italian Republic, Enrico 

Letta 
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 On 13 May, he chaired the 26th Spain-Portugal Summit together with the 

Prime Minister of the Portuguese Republic, Pedro Passos Coelho 
 

 On 27 May, he received the Prime Minister of the Republic of Peru, Juan 
Jiménez Mayor 

 
 On 29 May, he received the Chancellor of the Republic of Austria, Werner 

Faymann 
 

 On 30 May, he received the President of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay, 
José Múgica 

 
 On 12 June, he received His Imperial Highness Naruhito, the Crown Prince of 

Japan 
 

 On 12 June, he received the Foreign Affairs Minister of the French Republic, 
Laurent Fabius, in his office 

 
 On 24 June: 

- He received leaders from the European Trade Union Confederation 
(Ignacio Fernández Toxo, President of the European Trade Union 
Confederation; Bernardette Segal, General Secretary of the European 
Trade Union Confederation; Cándido Méndez, General Secretary of the 
General Union of Workers (UGT); and Julio Salazar, General Secretary of 
the Workers’ Trade Union (USO)) 

- He received the President-elect of Paraguay, Horacio Cartes 
 

 On 25 June, he received the President of the United Nations General 
Assembly, Vuk Jeremic  
 

 On 5 July, he received the President of the European Parliament, Martin 
Schulz 

 
 On 15 July, he chaired the Spain-Poland Summit at Moncloa Palace together 

with the Prime Minister of Poland, Donald Tusk (the two leaders then gave a 
joint press conference) 

 
 On 22 July, he received the Prime Minister of Romania, Victor Ponta, at 

Moncloa Palace (the two leaders then gave a joint press conference) 
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 On 7 August, he spoke by telephone with the Prime Minister of the United 

Kingdom, David Cameron, regarding the controversy over Gibraltar 
 

 On 11 August, it was disclosed that the President of the Government had 
spoken by telephone with the Presidents of Colombia and Peru regarding the 
European Union visa policy affecting their countries 

 
 On 19 August, he spoke by telephone with the President of the European 

Commission, José Manuel Durao Barroso, regarding the controversy with the 
United Kingdom over Gibraltar 

 
 On 3 September, he received the President of the Plurinational State of 

Bolivia, Evo Morales 
 

 On 11 September, he received the Secretary-General for Ibero-America, 
Enrique Iglesias 

 
 On 18 September, he received Their Majesties the King and Queen of the 

Netherlands 
 

 On 19 September, he received the EU Commissioner for Internal Market and 
Services, Michel Barnier 

 
 On 27 September, he received the Minister for Transport of Saudi Arabia, 

Jabara bin Eid Al-Suraiseri 
 

 On 8 October, he received the President of the Republic of Austria, Heinz 
Fischer, at Moncloa Palace 
 

 On 10 October, he received the Vice-President of the European Commission 
and EU Commissioner for the Digital Agenda, Neelie Kroes 

 
 On 24 October, he received the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 

of the Kingdom of Morocco, Salaheddine Mezouar 
 

 On 28 October, he received the President of the Eurogroup and Finance 
Minister of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Jeroen Dijsselbloem 
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 On 25 November, he received the Deputy Prime Minister and Home Affairs 
Minister of the Republic of Italy, Angelino Alfano 

 
 On 27 November, he chaired the 23rd Spain-France Summit at Moncloa 

Palace together with the President of the Republic of France, François 
Hollande 

 
 On 12 December, he received the President of the European Council, 

Herman van Rompuy, at Moncloa Palace (with whom he subsequently held a 
joint press conference) 
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Official visits overseas 

 
2012 
 

 On 18 January 2012, he made his first official overseas visit with a trip to the 
capital of Morocco. Mariano Rajoy met with the Head of the Moroccan 
Government, Abdelilah Benkirane, in Rabat. He also attended an audience 
with the King of Morocco, King Mohammed VI 
 

 On 24 January, he travelled to Lisbon to meet with the Prime Minister of 
Portugal, Pedro Passos Coelho, and the President of the Portuguese 
Republic, Aníbal Cavaco Silva 

 
 On 26 January, he travelled to Berlin to meet with the German Chancellor, 

Angela Merkel 
 

 On 30 January, he travelled to Brussels to attend the European Council 
meeting. Before the European Council, he attended meetings with the 
President of the European Commission, José Manuel Durao Barroso, and the 
Prime Minister of Denmark, Hellen Thorning-Schmidt 

 
 On 21 February, he travelled to London to meet with the British Prime 

Minister, David Cameron. He subsequently attended a meeting with the 
Deputy Prime Minister, Nick Clegg 

 
 On 23 February, he travelled to Rome to meet with the Italian Prime 

Minister, Mario Monti He subsequently attended a meeting with the 
President of the Italian Republic, Giorgio Napolitano 

 
 On 1 and 2 March, he attended the European Council meeting in Brussels 

 
 On 26 and 27 March, he attended the Nuclear Security Summit in the capital 

of the Republic of Korea, Seoul, where he spoke or attended meetings with 
numerous world leaders, including the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and the US President 
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 On 12 April, he chaired the 8th Poland-Spain High-Level Meeting in Warsaw. 
This was the first bilateral summit of this legislature and the first official visit 
by the President of the Government to Poland 
 

 From 17 to 19 April, he travelled to Mexico and Colombia on his first official 
visit to Ibero-America since he took office. During the course of the visit, the 
President of the Government attended the World Economic Forum on Latin 
America in Puerto Vallarta (Mexico), met with the President of Mexico, 
Felipe Calderón, and then in Bogota with the President of Colombia, Juan 
Manuel Santos 

 
 On 9 May, he chaired the 25th Portugal-Spain Summit in Porto. These 

summits were returned to the annual high-level format that had not taken 
place between the two countries for three years 
 

 On 20 and 21 May, he attended the NATO Summit in Chicago (USA) 
 

 On 23 May, he travelled to Paris for a meeting with the President of the 
Republic of France, François Hollande 

 
 On 23 May, he attended a working dinner of the European Council in 

Brussels 
 

 On 18 and 19 June, he attended the G-20 Summit in Los Cabos (Mexico) 
 

 On 20 June, he attended the Rio+20 United Nations Summit on sustainable 
development in Rio de Janeiro. He attended various bilateral meetings 
during the course of this summit. He travelled to Sao Paulo on 21 June to 
attend a business meeting. 

 
 On 22 June, he attended a meeting in Rome with the Chancellor of the 

Federal Republic of Germany, Angela Merkel, the President of the Republic 
of France, François Hollande, and the Prime Minister of Italy, Mario Monti 

 
 On 28 and 29 June, he attended the European Council meeting in Brussels 

 
 On 21 September, he travelled to Rome for a meeting with the Prime 

Minister of Italy, Mario Monti, and the Prime Minister of Ireland, Enda Kenny 
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 On 21 September, he attended the Centrist Democrat International meeting 
in Rome 

 
 On 24 September, he travelled to New York to speak at the United Nations 

General Assembly. He also attended a reception hosted by the President of 
the United States 

 
 He stayed in New York on 25 and 26 September for the United Nations 

General Assembly, where he attended bilateral meetings with leaders from 
various countries, attended a meeting with the Editorial Council of the Wall 
Street Journal, attended the High-Level Meeting on the Sahel and gave a 
lecture at the Americas Society. 

 
 On 3 October, he chaired the Morocco-Spain High-Level Meeting in Rabat 

together with the Head of the Government of Morocco, Abdelilah Benkirane, 
and attended an audience with King Mohammed VI 
 

 On 5 October, he travelled to Valletta for the 5+5 Dialogue, where he met 
with the President of the Republic of France, the Prime Minister of the Italian 
Republic and the Prime Minister of Portugal. 

 
 On 10 October, he travelled to Paris for the France-Spain Summit  

 
 On 17 October, he travelled to Bucharest for the European People’s Party 

Conference, where he met with the President of Romania, Traian Basescu, 
and the Prime Minister of Romania, Victor Ponta  

 
 On 18 and 19 October, he attended the working sessions of the European 

Council in Brussels  
 

 On 22 and 23 November, he attended the working sessions of the European 
Council in Brussels 
 

 On 10 December, he attended the ceremony in Oslo to award the Nobel 
Peace Prize to the European Union 
 

 On 13 and 14 December, he attended the working sessions of the winter 
European Council in Brussels 
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 On 22 December, he paid a surprise visit to the Spanish troops deployed in 
Afghanistan 
 
2013 
 

 On 10 January, he travelled to Algiers for the 5th Algeria-Spain High-Level 
Meeting. During this visit, he met with the Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Algeria and was received by the President of the Republic of Algeria, with 
whom he chaired the plenary session of the High-Level Meeting 
 

 On 23 January, he travelled to Lima to begin an official visit to Peru and Chile 
 

 On 24 January, he met with the President of the Republic of Peru, Ollanta 
Humala, in Lima 

 
 He was in Santiago on 25 January, where he met with the President of the 

Republic of Chile, Sebastián Piñera, opened the CLACS-EU Business Summit 
and attended a meeting with the Spanish community in the country 

 
 On 26 and 27 January, he attended the 7th Summit of Heads of State and 

Government of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States 
(CLACS) and the European Union in Santiago 
 

 On 4 February, he travelled to Berlin to chair the Germany-Spain Summit 
with Angela Merkel 
 

 On 7 and 8 February, he attended the European Council meeting in Brussels 
 

 On 14 and 15 March, he attended the sessions of the European Council 
meeting in Brussels 
 

 On 26 March, he travelled to Paris for a working meeting with the President 
of the Republic of France, François Hollande 
 

 On 15 April, he was received by His Holiness Pope Francis at the Vatican. He 
subsequently attended a meeting with the Secretary of State of the Vatican, 
Tarcisio Bertone 
 

 On 22 May, he attended the sessions of the European Council in Brussels 
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 On 23 May, he travelled to Cali (Colombia) for the 7th Pacific Alliance Summit, 
where he also attended the 1st Business Meeting. Beforehand, he attended a 
meeting with the President of Mexico, Enrique Peña Nieto 

 
 On 28 May, he travelled to Paris for the closing ceremony of the “Europe: 

next steps” Forum, organised by the Berggruen Institute of Governance 
 

 On the same day, 28 May, and also in Paris, he subsequently met with the 
President of the Republic of France, François Hollande 

 
 On 5 June, he travelled to Brussels with the Government of Spain for the 

plenary session of the College of Commissioners (seven other ministers also 
attended). Mariano Rajoy met with the President of the European 
Commission, José Manuel Durao Barroso, the Vice-President of the 
Commission, Joaquín Almunia, and the President of the European Council, 
Herman van Rompuy 

 
 On 27 June, he attended a meeting in Brussels between members of the 

European Council and social stakeholders  
 

 On 27 and 28 June, he attended the sessions of the European Council in 
Brussels 

 
 On 3 July, he travelled to Berlin for the Conference on Promoting Youth 

Employment in Europe (he first gave a statement at the headquarters of the 
Spanish Embassy) 

 
 On 4 July, he attended the seminar organised by the International Olympic 

Committee in Lausanne with the cities bidding to host the 2020 Olympic 
Games 
 

 On 5 and 6 September, he travelled to Saint Petersburg (Russia) for the 
working sessions of the G-20 Summit  
 

 On 7 September, he travelled to Buenos Aires for the presentation of the 
Madrid 2020 Bid and the ceremony to announce the host city for the 32nd 
Olympiad in 2020  
 

 On 25 and 26 September, he travelled to New York for various events: 
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- Presentation of the results from the UNDP-Spain Millennium 
Development Goals Achievement Fund 

- An address to the United Nations General Assembly 
- The Council on Foreign Relations Forum in New York on 26 September 

 
 On 30 September, he travelled to Astana (Kazakhstan) for the opening 

ceremony of an international conference on the green economy and was 
then received by the President of the Republic, Nursultan Nazarbayev, with 
whom he held a press conference. He later met with the Prime Minister of 
Kazakhstan and attended the inauguration of a Spanish painting exhibition 
 

 On 1 October, he travelled from Astana (Kazakhstan) to Tokyo (Japan) 
 

 On 2 October, he attended the opening ceremony of a Spain-Japan business 
meeting in Tokyo and was then received by Emperor Akihito. He then 
inaugurated the exhibition entitled “Inside and Outside, the Two Faces of 
Spanish Informalism” at the National Museum of Western Art 

 
 On 3 October, he inaugurated the Spain-Japan Forum and later visited 

Fukushima. He subsequently met with the Prime Minister of Japan, Shinzo 
Abe 

 
 On 17 October, he travelled to Panama for the 23rd Ibero-American Summit 

of Heads of State and Government 
 

 On 18 and 19 October, he remained in Panama to attend various events 
forming part of the 23rd Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and 
Government  
- He inaugurated the Communication Forum at the Hotel Riu Plaza 
- He attended the 9th Business Meeting “The Pacific Alliance and its impact 

on Latin America” at the Megapolis Convention Centre 
- He had lunch with the President of the United Mexican States 
- He attended the inauguration of the new headquarters of the Latin 

American Parliament - PARLATINO 
- He attended the inaugural ceremony of the Ibero-American Summit and 

then a gala dinner at the Biodiversity Museum 
- He attended the Spain-Central American States Summit 
- He attended the working sessions of the Ibero-American Summit 
- He attended the final press conference of the Ibero-American Summit 
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 On 24 and 25 October, he attended the sessions of the European Council in 
Brussels 
 

 On 12 November, he travelled to Paris for the 2nd Conference on Promoting 
Youth Employment in Europe  
 

 On 29 November, he travelled to Vilnius (Lithuania) for the European Union-
Eastern Partnership Summit, where he met with the Presidents of Ukraine, 
Viktor Yanukovych; Armenia, Serzh Sargsyan; and Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev. 

 
 On 19 and 20 December, he travelled to Brussels for the sessions of the 

winter European Council 
 

 On 22 December, the President of the Government, Mariano Rajoy, travelled 
to Djibouti to meet with the Spanish troops deployed on the EU’s Atalanta 
Mission to prevent and combat piracy in the Indian Ocean. 
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OTHER OFFICIAL ACTIVITIES BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE GOVERNMENT 

 
 
2011 
 

 24 December: He held a video-conference from Moncloa Palace with the 
Spanish troops deployed in Marjayoun (Lebanon), Kabul and Herat 
(Afghanistan), Sarajevo, Djibouti and Somalia  
 

 27 December: He attended the official ceremony to open the 10th Legislature 
of the Spanish Parliament in the Lower House of Parliament 
 
2012 
 

 6 January: He attended the ‘Pascua Militar’ ceremony at the Royal Palace 
 

 11 January: He attended the Extraordinary Plenary Session of the Lower 
House of Parliament to ratify the Royal Decree-Law on measures of an 
economic and social measure and to correct the public deficit 

 
 16 January: He attended the ceremony at the Royal Palace to award the 

Chain of the Order of the Golden Fleece to the President of the Republic of 
France, Nicolas Sarkozy 

 
 17 January: He inaugurated the 6th Exceltur Tourism Leadership Forum at 

IFEMA 
 

 21 January: He attended the funeral mass at Santiago de Compostela 
Cathedral for Manuel Fraga Iribarne 

 
 23 January: He attended the funeral mass for Manuel Fraga at the La 

Almudena Cathedral in Madrid, presided over by Their Royal Highnesses the 
Prince and Princess of Asturias 
 

 24 January: He attended the reception hosted by Their Majesties the King 
and Queen of Spain at the Royal Palace in Madrid for the Diplomatic Corps  
 

 4 February: He attended a tribute to Manuel Fraga in Santiago de 
Compostela 
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 8 February: For the first time in this legislature, he addressed the plenary 

session of the Lower House of Parliament to report on the conclusions from 
the European Council meeting on 30 January in Brussels. He then took part in 
the first control session for his government in the Lower House of Parliament 
 

 8 February: He received the Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer 
of IBM, Virginia Rometty, at Moncloa Palace  

 
 14 February: He received the Spanish national tennis squad at Moncloa 

Palace following their victory in the Davis Cup 
 

 22 February: He received Bill Gates at Moncloa Palace  
 

 28 February 2012: He received the Chairman of the Ford Motor Company, 
William Clay Ford, at Moncloa Palace  
 

 6 March: Closing ceremony of the 2012 International Bankia Financial 
Meeting on the Economy, Innovation and the Future at Teatros del Canal in 
Madrid 

 
 8 March: He took part in a discussion by the People’s European 

Parliamentary Group in Palma de Mallorca 
 

 12 March: He chaired a meeting with representatives from business 
organisations, SMEs and the self-employed at Moncloa Palace to present the 
new measures on payments to suppliers  
 

 14 March: He addressed the plenary session of the Lower House of 
Parliament to report on the conclusions from the European Council meeting 
on 1 and 2 March in Brussels 
 

 19 March: With the other members of his government (except the Minister 
for Agriculture, Food and Environmental Affairs), he attended the 
institutional commemorative event in Cadiz to celebrate the Bicentenary of 
the Enactment of the Spanish Constitution of 1812, presided over by Their 
Majesties the King and Queen of Spain 
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 23 March: He received the Leader of the Greek Conservative Party ‘New 
Democracy’, Antonis Samaras, at Moncloa Palace  
 

 16 April 2012: closing ceremony in Madrid of the Annual Assembly of the 
Family Business Institute 

 
 19 April: He was awarded a Doctorate Honoris Causa by the Sergio Arboleda 

University in Bogota 
 

 23 April: He attended the award ceremony in Alcalá de Henares (Madrid) to 
present the Chilean poet Nicanor Parra with the Cervantes Prize for 
Literature 

 
 27 April: He received the Leader of the Partido Popular in Catalonia, Alicia 

Sánchez Camacho, at Moncloa Palace 
 

 3 May: He attended the ceremony to swear in the new Chairman of the 
Council of State, José Manuel Romay Beccaría 

 
 7 May: Mariano Rajoy was interviewed by Carlos Herrera for his programme 

Herrera en la Onda on Onda Cero 
 

 17 May: He received the Mayor of Madrid, the President of the Spanish 
Olympic Committee and the Chairperson of the Madrid 2020 Olympic Bid at 
Moncloa Palace 

 
 18 May: He received Plácido Domingo at Moncloa Palace 

 
 30 May: He received the Mayor of Barcelona and the Mayor of Cornellá, as 

Chairman and Executive Deputy Chairman, respectively, of the Metropolitan 
Association of Barcelona, at Moncloa Palace 

 
 1 June: He visited the headquarters of the Spanish Football Federation, in Las 

Rozas (Madrid), to bid farewell to the Spanish squad taking part in the 
European Championships 

 
 2 June: Closing ceremony of the Círculo de Economía meeting at the Hotel 

Meliá Sitges (Barcelona) 
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 5 June: He chaired a meeting with the People’s Parliamentary Group in the 
Upper House of Parliament 
 

 10 June: He attended the European Football Championship Final between 
Spain and Italy in Gdansk (Poland) 

 
 11 June: He attended the ceremony held at Zarzuela Palace for the new 

Governor of the Bank of Spain to swear allegiance to Their Majesties the King 
and Queen of Spain 

 
 14 June: He received leaders from the European Automobile Manufacturers' 

Association at Moncloa Palace 
 

 15 June: Closing ceremony in San Sebastian of the meeting of the Inter-
parliamentary Union of the Partido Popular 

 
 25 June: Closing ceremony of the General Assembly of the Spanish 

Confederation of Business Organisations at the Mutua Madrileña Auditorium 
 

 27 June: He attended the session held in remembrance and tribute to the 
victims of terrorism in the Lower House of Parliament 

 
 6 July: He attended the inauguration of the new European headquarters of 

the Inter-American Development Bank 
 

 7 July: Closing ceremony of the Campus organised by FAES in Navacerrada 
(Madrid) 

 
 8 July: He returned the Codex Calixtinus to the Archbishop of Santiago de 

Compostela following its recovery by the police  
 

 10 July: He attended the annual meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 
Carolina Foundation at Zarzuela Palace, which was presided over by His 
Majesty the King of Spain 

 
 11 July: He addressed the plenary session of the Lower House of Parliament 

to report on the conclusions from the European Council meeting on 28 and 
29 June in Brussels. 
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 12 July: He presided over the ceremony at Moncloa Palace for Carlos 
Espinosa de los Monteros to be sworn in as High Commissioner for the Spain 
Brand 
 

 13 July: He attended the deliberative meeting of the Council of Ministers at 
Zarzuela Palace, which was presided over by His Majesty the King of Spain 
 

 15 July: Closing ceremony of the Andalusian People’s Party Conference in 
Granada 

 
 23 July: He attended the ceremony at Zarzuela Palace to swear in the 

President of the Constitutional Court and the new court judges  
 

 23 July: He hosted a reception at Moncloa Palace for the Spanish athletes 
taking part in the London Olympic Games 

 
 30 July: He chaired a meeting of regional leaders of the Partido Popular 

 
 30 July: He attended the ceremony at Zarzuela Palace to swear in the 

President of the Court of Auditors  
 

 31 July 2012: He attended the meeting of the National Defence Council at 
Zarzuela Palace, which was presided over by His Majesty the King of Spain 

 
 On 31 August, he visited the headquarters of the military base of the 

Airborne Brigade of the Spanish Army (BRILAC) in Figueirido (Pontevedra) 
 

 On 10 September, he was interviewed on TVE-1 
 

 On 18 September, he attended an event organised by the Miguel Ángel 
Blanco Foundation in Bilbao 

 
 On 1 October, at the Hotel Ritz, he presented the breakfast and subsequent 

dialogue and discussion session with the President of the Regional 
Government of Galicia, Alberto Núñez Feijóo, at the Europa Forum 

 
 On 2 October, he chaired the working sessions of the 5th Conference of 

Regional Government Heads in the Upper House of Parliament  
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 On 3 October, he chaired the Morocco-Spain High-Level Meeting in Rabat 
together with the President of the Government of Morocco, Abdelilah 
Benkirane. They then inaugurated the Spain-Morocco Business Forum. They 
subsequently attended a lunch meeting. After lunch, he attended an 
audience with King Mohammed VI. The two Heads of Government then 
presided over a plenary session attended by the two delegations, which was 
followed by a press conference. 
 

 On 4 October, at the Hotel Eurobuilding, he presented the breakfast and 
subsequent dialogue and discussion session with the President of the Partido 
Popular in the Basque Country, Antonio Basagoiti, at the Europa Forum 

 
 On 9 October, he presided over a ceremony at the Torrejón de Ardoz Air 

Base to recognise the work by those involved in the annual efforts to combat 
wildfires 

 
 On 11 October, he attended the annual meeting of the Board of Trustees of 

the Cervantes Institute at the El Pardo Royal Palace, which was presided over 
by Their Majesties the King and Queen of Spain 

 
 On 12 October, in Plaza de Neptuno (Madrid), he attended the Tribute to the 

Spanish Flag and subsequent military parade that took place to 
commemorate Spain’s National Day. These events were presided over by 
Their Majesties the King and Queen of Spain. He then attended the reception 
hosted by Their Majesties the King and Queen at the Royal Palace to 
celebrate the National Day 

 
 On 22 October, he received the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the 

Renault-Nissan Alliance, Carlos Ghosn 
 

 On 24 October, he attended the ceremony to award the 2012 FAES Prize for 
Liberty to the writer Mario Vargas Llosa at the Círculo de Bellas Artes 

 
 On 25 October, at the Hotel Ritz, he presented the breakfast and subsequent 

dialogue and discussion session with the President of the Partido Popular in 
Catalonia, Alicia Sánchez Camacho, at the Europa Forum 
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 On 25 October, he met with leaders from the Spanish Tax Office to receive a 
report on the latest progress made in the fight against fraud. The President 
of the Government then gave a speech that was broadcast via TSA and the 
Internet 
 

 On 31 October, he addressed the plenary session of the Lower House of 
Parliament to report on the conclusions from the European Council meeting 
on 18 and 19 October in Brussels 

 
 On 6 November, he was interviewed for the Así son las Mañanas programme 

on Cadena COPE 
 

 On 13 November, he inaugurated the National Conference of the Association 
for the Progress of Management at the Valencia Conference Centre 

 
 On 21 November, he visited a Renault factory in Villamuriel de Cerrato 

(Palencia) 
 

 On 6 December, he attended the official events to commemorate 
Constitution Day in the Upper House of Parliament 

 
 On 11 December, he attended the event held in Seville to celebrate the 21st 

anniversary of the proclamation of the ‘Cathedral, Alcázar and Archivo de 
Indias in Seville’ as UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

 
 On 11 December, he hosted a reception at Moncloa Palace for the Spanish 

Olympic Committee, which was attended by the Mayor of Madrid 
 

 On 17 December, he gave a Christmas toast for media representatives at 
Moncloa Palace  

 
 On 19 December, he addressed the plenary session of the Lower House of 

Parliament to report on the conclusions from the extraordinary European 
Council meeting on 22 and 23 November and the European Council meeting 
on 13 and 14 December 

 
 On 24 December, he sent a Christmas message to the Spanish troops on 

humanitarian and peacekeeping missions overseas via video-conference 
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from the headquarters of the Airborne Infantry Brigade in Figueirido 
(Pontevedra) 

 
 On 28 December, he took stock of his first year in government at a press 

conference following the Council of Ministers  
 
2013 
 

 On 4 January, he presided over the official opening of the sixth building of 
the Provincial Museum of Pontevedra 
 

 On 4 January, he presented the Grand Cross of Isabella the Catholic to 
Gerardo Fernández Albor, former President of the Regional Government of 
Galicia, at Fonseca Palace in Santiago de Compostela 

 
 On 6 January, he attended the ‘Pascua Militar’ celebrations at the Royal 

Palace in Madrid, which were presided over by Their Majesties the King and 
Queen of Spain 

 
 On 11 January, he departed from the Sants railway station in Barcelona on 

the first journey made on the Barcelona-Girona-Figueres high-speed railway 
line, which was presided over by His Royal Highness the Prince of Asturias 

 
 On 16 January, he received representatives of the Madrid bid to host the 

2020 Olympic Games, at Moncloa Palace  
 

 On Wednesday, 23 January, he attended the reception hosted by Their 
Majesties the King and Queen at the Royal Palace in Madrid for the 
Diplomatic Corps accredited in Spain  

 
 On 25 January, he was interviewed from Santiago on the Protagonistas 

programme on ABC Punto Radio 
 

 On 29 January, he presided over the signing of an art donation agreement at 
the Prado Museum in Madrid for the “Várez Fisa Collection” of Spanish 
paintings and sculptures from the 13th-15th Centuries 
 

 On 11 February, he received the Spanish national handball world champion 
team at Moncloa Palace  
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 On 12 February, he attended the conference entitled “Beyond Austerity: 
returning to the path of growth” organised by The Economist at the Hotel 
Westin Palace 
 

 On 20 and 21 February, he took part in the general policy debate in the 
Lower House of Parliament on the state of the nation and on the conclusions 
from the European Council held on 7 and 8 February 
 

 On 8 March, he held a meeting at Moncloa Palace with the Management 
Board of the Association of Rural Families and Women on International 
Women’s Day  

 
 On 11 March, at the Hotel Ritz, he presented the breakfast and subsequent 

dialogue and discussion session with the President of the Regional 
Government of Castile-La Mancha and General Secretary of the Partido 
Popular, María Dolores de Cospedal, at the New Economy Forum 

 
 On 12 March, he presided over the presentation of the Spanish 

Entrepreneurship and Youth Employment Strategy at Moncloa Palace  
 

 On 13 March, he received the Co-Prince of Andorra and Bishop of La Seu de 
Urgell at Moncloa Palace  

 
 On 18 March, he attended the event held at the Hotel Eurostars Madrid 

Tower to welcome the Commission of the International Olympic Committee 
charged with evaluating the Madrid 2020 bid 

 
 On 19 March, he travelled to the Vatican to attend the Solemn Mass for the 

Initiation of the Ministry of His Holiness Pope Francis as part of the Spanish 
delegation led by Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Asturias 

 
 On 26 March, he attended the football match in Paris between France and 

Spain (after a working meeting with President Hollande) 
 

 On 4 April, he spoke at the closing ceremony of the High-Level Consultation 
on Hunger, Food Security and Nutrition, which was held at Casa de América 
in Madrid 
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 On 10 April, he addressed the plenary session of the Lower House of 
Parliament to report on the conclusions from the European Council meeting 
on 14 and 15 March 
 

 On 23 April, he attended the academic ceremony to present the 2012 Miguel 
de Cervantes Award for Literature in the Spanish Language to José Manuel 
Caballero Bonald at the University of Alcalá de Henares, which was presided 
over by the Prince and Princess of Asturias 
 

 On 29 April, he spoke at the Annual Assembly of the Family Business Institute 
at Madrid Casino  
 

 On 10 May, he travelled to Barcelona to host a lunch for executives from 
leading companies in the automotive sector. He then presided over the 
opening ceremony of the Barcelona International Motor Show 

 
 On 14 May, at Moncloa Palace, he awarded the Great Cross of the Order of 

Civil Merit to the Vice-President of the European Commission and EU 
Commissioner for Industry and Entrepreneurship, Antonio Tajani 

 
 On 20 May, he received Carolina Foundation grant recipients at Moncloa 

Palace  
 

 On 21 May, he received former President of the United States Bill Clinton 
 

 On 21 May, he visited the National Library for the 3rd Centenary of this 
institution  
 

 On 30 May, he presided over the plenary session of the Commission for the 
Reform of the Public Administration Services at Moncloa Palace  

 
 On 1 June, he closed the 29th Meeting of the Círculo de Economía in Sitges 

(Barcelona) 
 

 On 4 June, he chaired a meeting of the Popular Parliamentary Group in the 
Upper House of Parliament 

 
 On 7 June, he presided over the presentation of the ADO Río 2016 

Programme at Moncloa Palace  
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 On 11 June, he presided over the presentation of the Bill to Support 
Entrepreneurs and their Internationalisation at Moncloa Palace  
 

 On 13 June, he attended the ceremony at Zarzuela Palace to swear in the 
new Constitutional Court judges, which was presided over by Their Majesties 
the King and Queen of Spain  
 

 On 17 June, he accompanied His Royal Highness the Prince of Asturias on the 
inaugural journey on the High-Speed Railway Link to Alicante 

 
 On 18 June, he spoke at the General Assembly of the Spanish Confederation 

of Business Organisations (CEOE), which was held at the Municipal 
Conference Centre in Madrid 

 
 On 19 June, he presented the Report by the Commission for the Reform of 

the Public Administration Services, at Moncloa Palace  
 

 On 20 June: 
- He officially opened the 15th Conference of the Young Farmers’ 

Association in Madrid  
- He received the Spanish Under-21 Football Team at Moncloa Palace 

following their victory in the European Championships 
- He attended the commemorative mass at the Chapel of the Royal Palace 

for the centenary of the birth of His Royal Highness Juan de Borbón 
 

 On 24 June, at the Hotel Ritz, he presented the breakfast and subsequent 
dialogue and discussion session with the President of the Partido Popular in 
the Basque Country, Arancha Quiroga, at the New Economy Forum 
 

 On 2 July, he addressed the plenary session of the Lower House of 
Parliament to report on the conclusions from the European Council meeting 
in Brussels 

 
 On 10 July, he visited the Opel factory in Figueruelas (Zaragoza), where he 

was present for the start of manufacturing of a new model at the factory 
 

 On 11 July, he presided over the event to present the Plan to Support Social 
Action Entities, at Moncloa Palace  
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 On 11 July, he attended the meeting of the National Security Council at 
Zarzuela Palace, which was presided over by His Majesty the King of Spain 
 

 On 16 July, he received the Competition Business Council at Moncloa Palace  
 

 On 19 July, he officially opened the meeting of the Reflection Group on the 
Future of the European Union in Palma de Mallorca, which was attended by 
the Foreign Affairs Ministers of the European Union 

 
 On 22 July, at the Hotel Ritz, he presented the breakfast and subsequent 

dialogue and discussion session with the President of the Regional 
Government of the Balearic Islands, José Ramón Bauzá, at the New Economy 
Forum 

 
 On 22 July, he received the President of the Inter-American Development 

Bank, Luis Alberto Moreno, at Moncloa Palace  
 

 On 25 July, he travelled to Santiago de Compostela (following the railway 
accident in Angrois) 

 
 On 29 July, he travelled to Santiago de Compostela Cathedral for the funeral 

mass held for the victims of the railway accident in Angrois 
 

 On 30 July, he presided over the signing of the Pact for the Sustainability and 
Quality of the National Health System at Moncloa Palace  

 
 On 1 July, he addressed the plenary session of the Lower House of 

Parliament (held in the Upper House of Parliament) in relation to the so-
called “Bárcenas Affair” 

 
 On 9 August, he attended an audience with HM the King of Spain at Marivent 

Palace in Palma de Mallorca 
 

 On 31 August, he took part in an event organised by the Partido Popular in 
Soutomaior (Pontevedra) 

 
 On 2 September, he presided over the meeting of the National Executive 

Committee of the Partido Popular 
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 On 20 September, he presided over the meeting of the National Security 
Council at Moncloa Palace and then the meeting of the Council of Ministers 
 

 On 9 October, he attended the meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 
Cervantes Institute at Zarzuela Palace presided over by His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Asturias 
 

 On 12 October, in Plaza de Cánovas del Castillo (Madrid), he attended the 
official Tribute to the Spanish Flag and subsequent military parade that took 
place to commemorate Spain’s National Day 

 
 On 16 October, he visited the Belgian Embassy in Madrid to sign the book of 

condolences on the death of former Belgian Prime Minister and President of 
the European People’s Party, Wilfried Martens 

 
 On 22 October, he attended the plenary session of the Lower House of 

Parliament for the debate on the Draft General State Budget Law for 2014 
 

 On 23 October, at the headquarters of the Union for the Mediterranean in 
Barcelona, he opened the 1st Economic Forum of the Western 
Mediterranean “5+5 Dialogue” (Portugal, Spain, France, Italy and Malta + 
Mauritania, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Libya) 

 
 On 23 October, he received the President of the Association of Victims of 

Terrorism, Ángeles Pedraza, at Moncloa Palace 
 

 Also on 23 October, he received the President of the Victims of Terrorism 
Foundation, María del Mar Blanco, at Moncloa Palace 

 
 On 30 October, he addressed the plenary session of the Lower House of 

Parliament to report on the conclusions from the European Council meeting 
on 24 and 25 October in Brussels. He subsequently attended the government 
control session during the plenary session of the Lower House of Parliament 
 

 On 30 October, he met with representatives from the publishing sector at 
Moncloa Palace  

 
 On 4 November, he received the members of the so-called Club 28 at 

Moncloa Palace, which encompasses representatives from all People’s Party 
parliamentary groups throughout the European Union  
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 On 5 November, he received representatives from the associations involved 
in the International Leadership Reunion at Moncloa Palace as they gathered 
in Madrid for their biannual meeting 
 

 On 7 November, he took part in the Forum for Entrepreneurs and the Self-
Employed organised by the National Federation of the Self-Employed at 
Cibeles Palace in Madrid 

 
 On 13 November, he attended the presentation of the book entitled Obras 

Escogidas by sociologist Juan José Linz at the Centre for Political and 
Constitutional Studies (accompanied by the Minister for Education, Culture 
and Sport) 

 
 On 18 November, he received the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 

the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA), Christopher J. Dodd, at 
Moncloa Palace  

 
 On 21 November, he received the Spanish winners of the 2013 World 

Motorbike Championship, at Moncloa Palace  
 

 On 26 November, at the Hotel Villa Magna in Madrid, he presented the 
President of the Regional Government of Valencia, Alberto Fabra, at the 
breakfast and subsequent dialogue and discussion session of the Europa 
Press Forum 

 
 On 4 December, he attended the ceremony at Zarzuela Palace for the new 

members of the General Council of the Judiciary to swear allegiance to His 
Majesty the King of Spain 

 
 On 4 December, he presided over the meeting of the Board of Trustees of 

the Carolina Foundation at Moncloa Palace  
 

 On 5 December, he presided over the meeting of the National Security 
Council at Moncloa Palace  
 

 On 6 December, he attended the official events to commemorate 
Constitution Day in the Lower House of Parliament 
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 On 9 December, he awarded the Great Cross of the Order of Civil Merit to 
the Foreign Affairs Minister of the Federal Republic of Germany, Guido 
Westerwelle, at an official event at Moncloa Palace  
 

 On 10 December, he attended the funeral ceremonies in Johannesburg for 
Nelson Mandela 
 

 On 11 December, at Moncloa Palace, he received the presidents of those 
regional governments involved in the Hydrological Planning Agreement for 
the Tagus, Segura and Júcar river basins 

 
 On 11 December, he attended the ceremony at Zarzuela Palace to swear in 

the new Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and President of the General 
Council of the Judiciary, Carlos Lesmes 

 
 On 12 December, he held a meeting at Moncloa Palace with the permanent 

representatives to the UN who took part in the seminar entitled “Water as a 
key factor for peace, stability, development and human rights”, which was 
held in Madrid 

 
 On 13 December, he gave a laudatio during the presentation to the President 

of the European Council, Herman van Rompuy, of a Doctorate Honoris Causa 
from CEU-Montepríncipe University, in Madrid 

 
 On 24 December, he held a video-conference with the Spanish troops on 

humanitarian and peacekeeping missions overseas 
 
 


