12 May 2009
Debate on the State of the Nation

Summary of the Speech of the President of the Government
Zapatero looks on to a new sustainable long-lasting economic growth model 

President Zapatero has given a new thrust to the Government’s actions against the economic crisis today.

After explaining that the measures set forth so far were intended to stop the impact of this crisis, providing data and commenting on the results

He has stated that this is not enough anymore and he has presented the two new goals for the next few months.

1. Stopping job losses

2. Preparing recovery through a new economic growth model.

“We believe that the signs of stabilisation in the international context and the need to establish a stable, foreseeable direction for Spanish economy make it necessary.”

We have laid the grounds
The change in the productive model our Government is going to promote can be implemented because its foundations have already been progressively laid since 2004.

During the previous legislature, the economic policy of the Government made it possible for the country to benefit from a period of strong economic growth:

· Reducing public debt to the lowest rates known so far: 30 points less than the average in the Euro zone.

· Making a great budget effort.

· Doubling the resources invested in Education.

· Multiplying by three the resources invested in Research, Development and Innovation.

· Investing more than 6,300 million Euros in order to promote renewable energies.
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The new growth model
The President explained the new growth model proposed by him and the steps he is going to take in order to implement it.
The model
Economically sustainable both in the medium and in the long term.
Based upon the economy of knowledge and innovation.
Socially sustainable:

A model that will favour stable employment, equal opportunities and social cohesion.
Environmentally sustainable:

A low-emission model in order to fight the threats of climatic change.
A model that:
Will come to complete the ongoing structural reform process.
Will be characterised by the investment of resources and by the development of initiatives in the areas of Education and Research, Development and Innovation.
How to implement it
The President said that it is necessary to take 3 steps:

1. Creating a stimulating context in order to favour a high added-value economic activity, characterised by higher productivity rates and dynamism.
2. Redirecting activity and work volume in the construction sector. 

3. Promoting sectors with sufficient capacity to generate wealth and employment.
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11 measures and new laws 

In order to develop the new growth model, President Zapatero has announced

11 measures (see the document entitled Eleven New Measures)

And the remission to Parliament of new laws

Some of the new laws and norms are:

The Law on free access to service-related activities and service provision.

The reform of the Law on Retail Commerce, which will fix the free establishment principle.

New Law on Ports in order to promote competence and improve the services offered. 

Extension of the reform of the electric sector in order to do away with the tariff-related deficit progressively, promoting sector investments and protecting the most vulnerable consumers.

Plan for the creation of firms in 24 hours.

New Law for the Audiovisual sector.

Reform of the sector regulatory organisms. 

And he will send to Parliament a Bill Draft on sustainable economy that will regulate the measures contemplated in the new growth model announced.
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Instruments to build up the new green economy model

In order to develop the new growth model, the President announced 3 instruments at the Parliament today:

Financing:

The Government will create a Fund for Sustainable Economy.

It will be managed through the Official Credit Institute (ICO).

It will contemplate at least 20,000 million Euros, including both public and private funds, for 2009 and 2010.

A new Local Investment Fund for projects related to environmental sustainability, technological projects, and attention to dependent or handicapped people.

It will be financed with funds from the General State Budget for 2010 and it will be endowed with 5,000 million Euros. 

A specific law

The President announced that the Government will send to Parliament a Bill Draft on Sustainable Economy.

It will regulate the norms and measures announced today and any other norms and measures that may contribute to the fast implementation of the new production model. 

This Law will be given priority in order to guarantee the immediate efficiency of its forecasts.
Proposal of a political, social pact.

The Government will search for the widest consensus in order to prepare and pass this Law, as well as in order to implement the new growth model.

With the Social Agents ... in the Round Table on Social Dialogue

With the Political Groups... at the Parliament (*)

With the Autonomous Regions ... President Zapatero will summon a Conference of Presidents as soon as the Law has been endorsed. 

(*) During the whole process, the Socialist Group will also put forward the creation of a Permanent Commission to supervise this Law.

“Thus, ladies and gentlemen, I hereby undertake to promote a great pact in favour of economic recovery and social protection; a pact based upon the new economic model I have just explained, the employment policies set up by the different public entities and the renewal of the Pact of Toledo concerning pensions.”
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New steps concerning different areas

The President explained that, even though the fight against the crisis has been the Government’s priority over the last twelve months, it has also worked -and it will keep on working- on other important areas.

Thus, he has mentioned four areas:

Citizens’ rights

Justice 

Regional Financing

And International politics

New citizens’ rights

The President announced that the Government will send to the Parliament several Bill Drafts for approval over the next few months; they are aimed at improving the efficiency and guarantees of citizens’ rights.

· The reform of the regulations concerning the Voluntary Interruption of Pregnancy.

· The integral law on equal treatment. 

· The new legal frame for freedom of conscience.

· Culmination of the model for the new public TV, which will definitively become a public service, outside commercial competence and without publicity, although the principles of independence and plurality were observed so far.
· The Plan on Human Rights 2008-2012.

Prepared with the cooperation of the nongovernmental organisations for the protection of rights, which will be soon sent to Parliament.

12 May 2009

Debate on the State of the Nation

Summary of the Speech of the President of the Government

New measures concerning different areas

Reform of Justice
The President said that the effects of the reform of Justice upon competitiveness and economic recovery will be as important as those issuing from the changes in the areas of labour, energy or transport.
· Thus, the Government has focused on this, in a context of agreement with the professionals in the area of justice.

· And he has done it from a stance of legitimacy, since this is the Government that has invested more in Justice, and with the willingness to keep doing so:

Over the next 3 years, 600 million Euros will be invested in order to update the Justice system.

Furthermore, 

Over the next few months, the Government will send to Parliament:

· The new Code of Criminal Procedure.

· The new regulations concerning the competences of the courts, eliminating duplicities and unnecessary delays.

· The new Judicial Demarcation and Jurisdiction.

· The regulations concerning the Territorial Councils of the Judiciary.

· And the reform of the Civil Registry. 
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Regional Financing

As to regional financing, the President announced that the Government will hold a meeting with the Council for Fiscal and Financial Policies before next 15 July.
International politics

2 axes for the Spanish EU Presidency:

The President said that over the last 12 months, Spain has started to play a more relevant role in the international arena.

Thanks to its presence in four essential Summits intended to redefine the new international order:

· The G-20 Summit in London

· The NATO Summit in Strasbourg and Kehl.

· The Summit between the EU and the USA in Prague.

· The Second Forum of the Alliance of Civilisations in Istanbul.

Thus, under such circumstances:

The Spanish EU Presidency during the first semester of 2010 will be particularly important because, moreover, it will coincide with a very important moment for Europe and for our country.

President Zapatero intends to structure the Spanish Presidency according to two transversal axes:

1. Innovation

2. Equality

“In order to move on towards the future. In order to guarantee the dignity of our citizens. In order to preserve and spread the European social model.”
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Commitment with the social policies

At the Parliament, President Zapatero undertook to observe the commitment of his Government with social policies, which have been the main identity sign of his political action.

A commitment whose observance over the last few years has been proved with facts:

· The Minimum Salary has increased by 35% over the last few years.

· Minimum Pensions have increased by 31% since 2004.

· For the first time, more than 650,000 dependent persons have been provided for, and they are receiving aids.

· More than 1,500,000 young people have been granted a scholarship.

· 100,000 young people have been granted the Basic Emancipation Income.

· 350,000 men have been granted a paternity leave since 2007.

· 800,000 households have received 2,500 Euros per child birth or adoption.

A commitment that has benefit millions of families and citizens.

And the President said that these benefits will be now offered to those who need more solidarity, understanding and support right now: the unemployed.

“The decisions on our future growth model we make right now will be essential for the future of our country.”

12 May 2009

Debate on the State of the Nation

Summary of the Speech of the President of the Government

Annex
Annex

Some of the results of the Plan E have been included next:

· The works financed through the Local Investment Fund, endowed with 8,000 million Euros, which have been invested in almost no time, have created nearly 240,000 jobs. This has already been noticed in last April’s unemployment data and it will become even more obvious over the next few months.

· On the whole, the 3,000 million Euros from the Fund for Economy Promotion will create or contribute to maintain nearly 100,000 jobs.

· The different companies are starting to receive the funds from the Plan for Vehicle competitiveness. Thanks to this plan, to a great extent, the forecasts contemplate important decisions concerning the manufacturing of new models in our country.

· A great number of works in barracks, police stations, prisons and military premises, as well as in transport infrastructures and environment protection are also being implemented.

· A considerable amount of the new projects on Research, Development and Innovation have already been published.

· Similarly, the necessary reforms for the modernisation of our production model have also progressed.
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Sectors with a future  

Similarly, during the previous Legislature, sectors with a future from the point of view of economy and employment, based upon technology and knowledge, were also promoted.

These sectors are related to the great global trends, and our country has a favourable starting position in this area.

Information and Communication Technologies:

This sector grew at a nearly 10% annual rate, yielding more than 100,000 million Euros and creating more than 350,000 jobs.

Sectors having to do with Health-related Sciences (biotechnology, medicine and chemistry):

These sectors amount to nearly 8% of our Gross Domestic Product, with 5% of the jobs in our country.

The so-called Social Economy or Third Sector:

Formed by cooperatives, mutual benefit societies, foundations and associations in different areas.
Elderly care and services for dependent and handicapped people are another sector in which jobs are created in spite of this crisis: 85,000 direct jobs so far.

Tourism:

The Plan E contemplates the Plan Renove Turismo, aimed at facilitating the adaptation of this sector, which accounts for 11% of our Gross Domestic Product and which has generated nearly 2.6 million jobs to a higher-quality, more environmentally sustainable tourism model.

The initial investment 400 million Euros was used up in just one month, and it served to finance more than one thousand projects, with investments that amounted to more than 800 million Euros, generating nearly 15,000 jobs. 

